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The Brinton Museum

239 Brinton Road

PO Box 460

Big Horn, WY 82833

307.672.3173

TheBrintonMuseum.org
TBM.museum
2016 Hours

Open daily March 15 through December 18
9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Saturday

Noon – 5 p.m., Sunday
Admission

Free for children 12 and under

$8 students and seniors (Sheridan & Johnson County students free with student ID)
$10 adults

Galleries & Destinations at The Brinton Museum’s Quarter Circle A Ranch:

· Historic Ranch House

· Brinton Gardens & Greenhouse

· Little Goose Creek Lodge

· Carriage Barn

· Saddle Barn

· Forrest E. Mars Jr. Building

· John and Adrienne Mars American Indian Gallery

· Ted and Katie Meredith Gallery of Western Art

· S.K. Johnston, Jr. Family Gallery
· Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery

· Brinton Bistro

· Museum Store

· Original Brinton Museum Gallery (soon to be converted to an education center)
Background
Wyoming’s rolling Bighorn Mountains envelop The Brinton Museum on the Quarter Circle A Ranch, igniting curiosity and exploration. Its sweeping landscape and surrounding mountain range have been the muse of treasured American artists from Remington to Borein to Gollings, and the setting for rich cultural traditions integral to the American Indian tribes inhabiting this region. Today, it serves as a gleaming example of Wyoming’s transformation, and continues to delight and inspire artists and guests from around the world.

At the heart of The Brinton Museum is the art, historic documents, books and furnishings that made up Bradford Brinton’s original collection, which showcase the elegant and eclectic tastes of this well-educated Western gentleman. The permanent collection is on display in long-term exhibitions in the new facility as well as in its original setting in the Brinton Ranch House, and complemented by frequently changing shows featuring art of the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Each exhibition has been thoughtfully curated to tell a distinctive story of the American West through historical and contemporary perspectives. Through careful preservation and discriminating acquisition of new pieces, The Brinton honors the art and craftsmanship of the West and Bradford Brinton’s intent to support both.
The Brinton’s world-class staff guides visitors to understand celebrated artists of the past, their works, and how they’ve inspired contemporary artists to explore and expand the art of the American West. Through home and museum tours, hands-on educational programming, artists’ series and a variety of special events that celebrate The Brinton and the riches of the Quarter Circle A Ranch, students of all ages leave The Brinton Museum with a deeper connection to art, American history, and the spectacular environment that surrounds them.

Today

The Brinton Museum opened its new state-of-the-art Forrest E. Mars, Jr. Building on June 15, 2015. Located on the 620-acre historic Quarter Circle A Ranch in Big Horn, WY, the new 24,000-square-foot $15.8-million, eco-conscious museum houses one of the most significant and extensive 19th and 20th century Western and American Indian Art collections in the U.S. featuring Frederic Remington, Charles Russell, Thomas Moran, Edward Borein, Winold Reiss, and the largest Hans Kleiber collection in the world. It includes four galleries, a museum store and the Brinton Bistro, which offers indoor and outdoor dining with 180-degree views of the Bighorn Mountains. Many generous private donors and foundations helped to make the new Forrest E. Mars, Jr. Building possible.

The new three-story space was designed to reveal and honor the beauty of the area, while aligning with the natural geography of the ranch. Nestled into the hillside, it is anchored by a two-foot thick, 51-foot high, 209-foot long arced structural rammed earth wall, the tallest in North America. The design symbolically defines the space, bringing together the geological and spiritual nature of its Western and American Indian Art collections. Climate-controlled galleries and a 4,000-square foot high-tech storage facility can now accommodate thousands of pieces of art, allowing The Brinton Museum to better preserve and exhibit current and new works and collections by iconic artists. 

Because of this, The Gallatin Collection was recently gifted to the museum by the Foundation for the Preservation of American Indian Art and Culture in Chicago. Originally compiled by the Gallatin Family in Big Horn, highlights of the collection have been on view at the Art Institute of Chicago for more than 45 years. The complete collection features more than 100 pieces of American Indian art and artifacts, 60 of which are on permanent display in The Brinton Museum’s new John and Adrienne Mars American Indian Gallery.

Bradford Brinton’s sister, Helen Brinton, founded The Brinton Museum in 1960, and it was opened to the public as the Bradford Brinton Memorial in June 1961. Her mission was to share Brinton’s original collection of art, historic documents, books and furnishings assembled in the early 1900s, which showcase the elegant and eclectic tastes of a well-educated Western gentleman who befriended and supported the top artists of his time. Today, The Brinton Museum showcases its historic and contemporary collections in long-term and changing exhibitions in the original Brinton Ranch House and throughout its new Western, American Indian and contemporary galleries. The Quarter Circle A Ranch also includes expansive gardens and a greenhouse, Little Goose Creek Lodge, and multiple 1900s-era buildings such as the Carriage Barn that houses a historic automobile, J.I. Case truck and various farm implements, and a saddle barn full of horse gear. In the next two years, The Brinton Museum also will convert its original 5,000-square-foot museum space into an education center.

“The Brinton Museum is the only museum in the U.S. that maintains a significant historic and ever-expanding Western and American Indian art collection on a beautifully maintained historic property at the foot of a mountain range,” said Schuster. “The art, as well as the Quarter Circle A Ranch property, are an American treasure.” 
Permanent Exhibitions at The Brinton Museum
Historic Ranch House

Tours May 1 through October 31, 2016
The earliest records of the ranch property indicate that it was first homesteaded in 1882 by the Clark family. In 1892, it was sold to William Moncreiffe of Scotland, who bought the homestead and surrounding land. He also established the Quarter Circle A Ranch and built the Main Ranch House (1892-93). His brother Malcolm Moncreiffe founded the Polo Ranch. In 1923 William Moncreiffe sold the Main Ranch House (the Quarter Circle A headquarters) with one remaining section of ranch land (640 acres) to Bradford Brinton.  

Brinton continued to use the Quarter Circle A as a gentleman’s working ranch and summer home, buying an additional 2,200 acres located further east and adding new buildings (e.g. the Horse Barn across the creek, Little Goose Creek Lodge). In 1927/28 he also built an addition on to the Main House. After his death in 1936 his sister Helen Brinton inherited the ranch and used it as a summer home until her death in 1960. The Brinton Ranch House was opened to the public as the Bradford Brinton Memorial on June 17, 1961 and is on the National Register of Historic Places.

In addition to exploring the new 24,000 square-foot Forrest E. Mars, Jr. Building, we invite guests take a guided tour of The Brinton Museum’s Historic Ranch House. Here they will view a large part of The Brinton Collection on display in its original setting, including artwork by Charles M. Russell, Frederic Remington, Edward Borein, Frank Tenney Johnson, Hans Kleiber, Bill Gollings and many others. Once guests complete their tour, visitors are encouraged to stroll around the Brinton gardens, grounds and outbuildings including Little Goose Creek Lodge, Brinton’s hunting cabin.
To Honor The Plains Nations

John and Adrienne Mars American Indian Gallery
Open Daily March 15 through December 23, 2016
To Honor The Plains Nations showcases Plains Indian art and artifacts from the Goelet and Edith Gallatin and the Bradford Brinton Memorial Collections. Edith and Goelet Gallatin arrived in Big Horn in 1910 and became neighbors of Bradford Brinton when he purchased the adjacent Quarter Circle A Ranch in 1923. Brinton possessed a keen eye for fine art and collected Western and American Indian pieces from the area and beyond. His collection grew to include a wide variety of artifacts from the Cheyenne, Sioux and Crow tribes of the Plains region.

The history of the Gallatin Collection is somewhat different. Edith and Goelet were known for their hospitality, and throughout the 1920s and 30s their friends from the Crow Nation would camp along the banks of Little Goose Creek where it ran through the Gallatin property. During their visits the Crow brought gifts to the Gallatins, which included artifacts of significance to their tribe, as well as items acquired from other tribes. The objects ranged from war bonnets and war shirts to loop necklaces, pipes and pipe bags, to women’s beaded robes and one beaded cradle. Edith’s close connection with the Crow People grew such that they adopted her, and in 1934 her father Little Nest placed one of the Crow sacred bundles in her care. This gesture blessed Edith and the American Indian pieces she had acquired.

Hence, the Gallatin Collection is a result of mutual respect and admiration between Edith Gallatin and the Crow People. Crow families continued to be frequent visitors to the Gallatin Ranch until the couple passed away, Edith in 1944 and Goelet in 1962.

Edith and Goelet were survived by their daughter Beatrice Gallatin Beuf, who inherited the American Indian art on display throughout the large family ranch house. As a memorial to her parents, in 1972 Beatrice Gallatin Beuf presented a large portion of the collection to The Foundation for the Preservation of American Indian Art and Culture, Inc., founded by her friend Father Peter J. Powell. To preserve, maintain and show the artifacts as intended, Father Powell moved the collection to the Chicago Art Institute for display and safekeeping.

 

More than forty years later, the Goelet and Edith Gallatin Collection has returned home to the foothills of the Bighorns. In 2014 the entire collection was gifted to The Brinton Museum and is now cared for and exhibited in the new Forrest E. Mars Jr. Building at The Brinton Museum alongside gems from the Bradford Brinton Memorial Collection. According to Father Powell, “The objects themselves are a worthy monument to the lasting beauty of traditional Crow culture.”
Western Art from the Brinton Collection
Ted and Katie Meredith Gallery of Western Art
Open Daily March 15 through December 23, 2016
Throughout The Brinton Museum, visitors will discover some of the most rare and important works by celebrated artists of the American West. The Meredith Gallery of Western Art holds the crown jewels of the museum’s extensive 19th & 20th century collections. Inspired by dramatic Rocky Mountain landscapes and the lifestyle of those that inhabited the region, this gallery tells essential stories about life out West. Art rotates periodically and is drawn from the museum’s holdings of Hans Kleiber etchings, watercolors and oils; Winold Reiss Blackfeet portraits; Frederic Remington action-packed oils and drawings; Charles M. Russell watercolors and Bill Gollings oils, among many others. From Fight of the Little Bighorn to the Cowboy and Lady Artist, The Meredith Gallery of Western Art brings together the Bradford Brinton Memorial’s best original pieces augmented by valuable individual acquisitions, as well as loans from The Whitney Benefits Foundation and the generous gift of Kleiber’s artwork from the John & Virginia Patton Family. Newly on display this year are Black Knife by John Mix Stanley, Indian Encampment (Long Peak, Colorado) by Thomas Worthington Whittredge, A Woman of the Assiniboin Tribe by Karl Bodmer, Devil’s Tower and Head of the Yellowstone River by Thomas Moran and The Buffalo Hunt by Charles (Carl) F. Wimar. 
Scheduled 2016 Special Events & Exhibitions
Lecture Series Part 3: Tyson Emborg
Bradford and Helen Brinton: Transformation of the Quarter Circle A Ranch

Feb. 4, 2016

Historian Tyson Emborg will present his third lecture in the series titled, "Bradford and Helen Brinton: Transformation of the Quarter Circle A Ranch” at 7 p.m. in the Brinton's original reception gallery. The Brinton Museum and Sheridan College are co-hosting this educational Signature Lecture Series presented by Emborg, an American Government teacher at Sheridan High School with a passion for local history and family roots in the Little Goose Valley.

All Schools 5th Grade Student Art Show
Feb. 11 – 19, 2016

Student & Parent Reception, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., on Feb. 11
This exhibit will feature art by Sheridan and Johnson County fifth graders using a variety of mediums. Elementary Schools participating include Big Horn, Tongue River, Highland Park, Woodland Park, Sagebrush, Story, Meadowlark, Coffeen and Clearmont. The event will be held in the third-floor Jacomien Reception Gallery in the Forrest E. Mars, Jr. Building.
Loving The Brinton - The Brinton Museum Volunteers and Docents Appreciation Reception  

Feb. 14, 2016 from 2 -4 p.m. 
The Brinton Museum has enjoyed a long history of support, membership and volunteerism to sustain and expand its vision throughout the years. We couldn’t do this without the help of so many who share our love for the arts, history, nature and the American West. Docents and volunteers faithfully serve and support The Brinton, donating more than 1,000 hours of their time in 2015, and our annual Loving The Brinton reception is just one way we show our appreciation.
Annual Illustrator Show Featuring Victor Juhasz

March 15 – May 29, 2016

· Book signing: Sunday, March 20 from 2-3 p.m.

· Meet the Artist: Sunday March 20 from 3-5 p.m.
· Artist in Residence for School Tours at The Brinton: March 21-25 (school tours can be booked throughout the exhibit until May 29)
· Gallery Talk for military show: Tuesday, March 22 at 7 p.m.
· Gallery Talk for children’s show: Thursday, March 24 at 7 p.m.

A graduate of the Parsons School of Design in New York City in 1975, Victor Juhasz began illustrating in 1974 for The New York Times while still a student. His humorous caricatures and illustrations have been commissioned by major magazines, newspapers, advertising agencies, and book publishers, both national and international. Juhasz is also known well for his drawings and paintings of military scenes, wounded soldiers and marines, and award-winning children’s book illustrations. 
The Art of Illustrator Victor Juhasz, a selection of Juhasz’s children’s book illustrations, is on exhibit at The Brinton Museum in the Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery on the 3rd floor from March 15 through May 29. School tours can be scheduled throughout the duration of the exhibition. 

His moving military scenes are featured in Victor Juhasz – Afghanistan and Beyond in the S.K. Johnston, Jr. Family Gallery on the 2nd level from March 15 to April 17.  The Brinton Museum is a Blue Star Museums member and admission is always free for all active duty, National Guard and Reserve military personnel, veterans, and their families with military ID.
Lecture Series Part 4: Tyson Emborg 
The Legacy of the Brinton Museum: A Look at the Collection and the Unique Connections It Has to Sheridan County
7 p.m. on April 7, 2016

Historian Tyson Emborg will present his fourth lecture in the series titled, "The Legacy of the Brinton Museum: A Look at the Collection and the Unique Connections It Has to Sheridan County" at 7 p.m., in the Brinton's original reception gallery.  Emborg will address the work of Bill Gollings, Hans Kleiber and Joe De Yong, three prominent artists with deep connections in Sheridan County. The Brinton Museum and Sheridan College are co-hosting this educational Signature Lecture Series presented by Emborg, an American Government teacher at Sheridan High School with a passion for local history and family roots in the Little Goose Valley. 
Meet the Artist: Former Montana Poet Laureate Henry Real Bird
2 to 4 p.m., on April 17, 2016
Former Montana Poet Laureate (2009 - 2011) Henry Real Bird of the Crow Nation will meet visitors from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Brinton Bistro to discuss his work. A former rodeo cowboy, Real Bird still draws inspiration from the land of the Little and Big Horn Valleys. Horses feature largely in Real Bird's work, and he once traveled more than 400 miles on horseback to distribute his poetry books.

Meet The Artist - Robert J. Randisi and Christine Matthews
May 15, 2016
Legendary writer Robert Randisi is an American author who writes in the detective and Western genres and has authored more than 500 published books and has edited more than 30 anthologies of short stories. In 2014, two of his Westerns were among the Top 10 on Amazon.com. Randisi co-founded and edited Mystery Scene magazine and co-founded the American Crime Writers League. He also founded The Private Eye Writers of America in 1981, where he created the Shamus Award. Randisi’s book titles include: The Ghost With Blue Eyes, The Deadly Guns, and Deep Canyon Kill. Christine Matthews is most recognized for her mystery novels and also writes in the Western genre. The “Gil & Claire Hunt” mystery trilogy, co-written with Robert Randisi, received rave reviews from Booklist, Publisher’s Weekly, and The Los Angeles Times. She has also written over 60 short stories in the Mystery, Horror, Science Fiction and Western genres, many of which have been collected into two single-author mystery collections.

Journeys West & Beyond
May 1 – July 4, 2016

Work by famed portrait artist Everett Raymond (Ray) Kinstler is featured in a new exhibit titled “Journeys West & Beyond” which premieres at The Brinton Museum on May 1 and runs through July 4 in the S.K. Johnston, Jr. Family Gallery. Kinstler will open the event with a lecture and members’ reception. Portraits on display will include Alan Simpson, Ronald Regan and Forrest E. Mars, Sr. among many others. Kinstler began his career in the early 1950s and became well known for his pulp illustrations and comic book work covering many different genres, including western, romance, crime, mystery and war. A selection of these pop culture pieces will be included in “Journeys West & Beyond” at The Brinton Museum.

Clyde Aspevig
June 5 – July 31, 2016

Members Reception: June 5 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Clyde Aspevig, a renowned painter known for his use of vibrant color to create realistic landscapes featuring vignettes of the West, will exhibit new oil paintings in the Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery.  His paintings are not theatrical sets intended to reinforce regional mythology, but rather evocations of places that he perceives as already disappearing during his own lifetime, subjects worthy of both artistic and societal preservation.  A special reception for museum members to meet the artist will occur June 5.
Pastel Workshop
American Impressionist Clive Tyler

June 16 – 18, 2016

· Pastel Demonstration and Collector’s Circle Reception/Dinner: Thursday, June 16 at 6:30 p.m. (ticketed event)
· Pastel Workshop: Friday & Saturday, June 17-18 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (class registration required, fee TBD)
Based in Taos, New Mexico, Clive Tyler is an acclaimed plein air artist well known for his river scenes. Two events are scheduled: a small reception/dinner (tickets required) on June 16 with a pastel demonstration by the artist; followed by a two-day pastel workshop from Friday, June 17 through Saturday, June 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Registration is required, maximum number of participants: 10.
Bighorn Rendezvous Art Show and Sale 

Featuring the Northwest Rendezvous Group of Artists

Special Events: Aug. 5 & 6, 2016

Exhibition Dates: Aug. 5 – September 5, 2016

The Northwest Rendezvous Group of Artists is moving to The Brinton Museum. Thirty-eight painters and sculptors, and eight special guest artists, will come together to create art inspired by the Bighorn Mountains and the grounds of the Quarter Circle A Ranch. The real fun begins the evening of August 5 at an artists’ reception and preview of the exhibit on display in the Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery. On Saturday, August 6 guests are invited to join the artists for brunch and a Quick Draw & Auction in the morning. We’ll cap off the event with an outdoor awards banquet, music and sale of the artists’ work that evening. Call or visit us online for tickets.

Canyons & Crescendos: Music of the American West
Lecture at 6:30 & chuck wagon dinner at 7:15 p.m., on Aug. 25, 2016

This will be a two-part program: part music lecture about the history of popular cowboy songs and ballads from 1870 to the present and their Mexican and Irish influences, and part musical entertainment and chuck wagon dinner. Music historian Dr. Ariel Downing will present the free lecture. The dinner is a ticketed event.
Annual Small Works Show
Sept. 11 – Oct. 16, 2016
Member reception: Saturday, Sept. 10 from 3 - 5 p.m.
In its fourth year, The Brinton Museum’s Small Works Show will feature small but exceptional art in a stunning variety of media by over 150 living artists from around the country. One of our most popular exhibits, this is a favorite of many museum patrons, because of the smaller scale and affordability of the art. Members of The Brinton Museum get a special preview and first dibs on the evening of September 10, when many of the most coveted pieces will sell. The exhibition officially opens to the public on Sunday, September 11.
Spear-O at The Brinton 

Oct. 23 – Nov. 20, 2016

Opening reception: Sunday, Oct. 23 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

A group of regional artists will spend a week on retreat collecting ideas, sketching and painting at Spear-O-Wigwam, Northern Wyoming Community College’s Mountain Campus. Each day they venture into the Bighorns, a full 8,300 feet above sea level, to locate new inspiration to capture en plein air. Their drawings, pastels, watercolors and oils will be on display in The Brinton Museum’s Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery from Oct. 23 to Nov. 20.
26th Annual Holiday Show at The Brinton Museum

Nov. 27 – Dec. 23, 2016
Member reception: Saturday, Nov. 26 from 3 - 5 p.m.
Young contemporary artist Mark McKenna’s landscape and wildlife oils, and Cody native Jeffrey Burnham Rudolph’s impressionistic stone, bronze and wood sculptures will grace the Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery for The Brinton Museum’s 26th Annual Holiday Show. McKenna exhibits nationally, most notably at Western Masters - Heart of the West Show in Coeur d’Alene, ID; the Art of the Animal Kingdom in The Bennington Center for the Arts in Bennington, VT, and the Calgary Stampede’s Western Showcase. He has participated in the Buffalo Bill Center of the West’s Art Show & Sale, and Quick Draw event, and has exhibited in several of The Brinton Museum’s Small Works Shows. Rudolph’s work has won numerous awards and is shown in galleries throughout the Rocky Mountain West. Members will get first view and the option to purchase McKenna and Rudolph’s original works on November 26.
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