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City accepts parks and 
recreation master plan

SHERIDAN — Sheridan 
City Council accepted the 
final draft of an update to 
the city’s Parks, Facilities 
and Open Spaces Master 
Plan this week, a document 
designed to guide the main-
tenance and development of 
the city’s parks and recre-
ation system. The city hired 
consultants from Peaks and 
Plains Design and Arizona-
based PROS Consulting to 
update its plan based on 
both community perspec-
tives and industry best prac-
tices.

The consultants collect-
ed community feedback 
through both statistical-
ly-valid surveys and focus 
group sessions. Mike Svetz, 
a principal with PROS, said 
city residents were general-
ly satisfied with the parks 
system in its current state 

and want to see the city 
improve on what is already 
working.

Based on the city’s expect-
ed population growth, 
though, Svetz said the city 
will have to grow its parks 
and recreation opportuni-
ties to maintain its current 
level of service.

City Administrator Mark 
Collins said the process 
of updating the plan has 
already influenced the city’s 
spending. Sheridan’s fiscal 
year 2020 budget includes 
capital investment funding 
for some of the priorities 
that emerged through 
draft versions of the plan. 
The city budgeted $721,000 
for pathway expansions, 
$714,000 for renovations 
to Black Tooth Park and 
$127,000 to improve and 
expand access to pickleball 
courts.

BY MICHAEL ILLIANO
MICHAEL.ILLIANO@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

MICHAEL ILLIANO | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

A pedestrian utilizes the pathways near Kendrick Park Thursday, 
Aug. 8, 2019. The consultants in the city hired to help update the 
city’s parks and rec master plan collected community perspec-
tives on the city’s parks system and reported the city’s pathway 
system was an extremely popular part of that system. 

Bighorn Rendezvous
Artists, community come 

together for quickdraw

SHERIDAN — For many 
people, completing anything 
within a strict time limit 
can be challenging. 

Time ticks by, creat-
ing building pressure to 

complete a project and 
make it as close to perfect as 
possible.

That is the purpose of a 
quickdraw, to complete an 
art piece within a constrict-
ed time frame. 

BY CLAIRE SCHNATTERBECK
NEWS@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

MATTHEW GASTON | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

Ann Hanson paints a colorful image of a Native American girl 
holding a pink umbrella during the Bighorn Rendezvous at The 
Brinton Museum Saturday, Aug. 3, 2019.

SEE ARTISTS, PAGE 8

SEE PLAN, PAGE 3

SPD: Officer driving through red light during crash

A Sheridan Police Department 
vehicle was struck at the intersec-
tion of Brundage Lane and Coffeen 
Avenue Tuesday. SPD Lt. Travis 
Koltiska told The Sheridan Press 
Wednesday the officer was driving 
through a red light at the time of the 
crash.

An SPD officer was responding to 

a reported domestic incident involv-
ing a physical altercation when his 
vehicle was struck broadside at 
the intersection of Brundage and 
Coffeen Ave. at approximately 3:23 
p.m. Tuesday.

The officer was traveling through 
a red light with his lights on at 
approximately 16 miles per hour, 
accelerating to 24 miles per hour, 
Koltiska said, when an individual 
who identified himself to The Press 

as Stephen Bailey struck the patrol 
car with his Toyota Tundra.

Koltiska said both the officer and 
Bailey complained of soreness after 
the incident but refused medical 
attention. 

The officer will be medically evalu-
ated per department policy. 

SPD is currently getting a damage 
evaluation on the patrol car. The 
investigation by Wyoming Highway 
Patrol is ongoing.

ALLAYANA DARROW 
ALLAYANA.DARROW@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Local RANCHERS see  
success with bio control

SHERIDAN — The first 
recorded history of biolog-
ical control practices date 
back to Egyptian records 
around 4,000 years ago, 
where they used domesticat-
ed cats for rodent control, 
according to the University 
of California, Riverside 
Discoveries in Natural 
History & Exploration. 

Insect predation, another 
popular form of bio control 
is first noted in Asia, where 
Chinese citrus growers 
place nests of predacious 
ants in trees that feed com-
pletely on foliage of the 
trees. Bamboo bridges were 
constructed to assist the 
ants in their movements 
from tree to tree. These 
practices moved to Yemen 
and then to North America, 
where many societies have 
colonized in date groves, 
ready to control various 
pests, according to the 
Association of Natural 
Biocontrol Producers.

Biological control is a 
component of an integrated 
pest management strategy 
that’s defined by Cornell 
University as the “reduc-
tion of pest populations 
by natural enemies and 
typically involves an active 
human role.” 

The most successful prac-
tice of bio control Sheridan 
County has experienced is 
controlling leafy spurge, 
according to Luke Sander, 
supervisor of Sheridan 
County Weed and Pest. 

Leafy spurge is a noxious 
weed native to Eurasia and 
has become widespread 
throughout the United 
States, according to the 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture. The Montana 
Weed Control Association 
describes the plant to have 
brown roots with pink buds; 
milky, latex sap in stems 
and leaves that stand 1 to 
3 feet high with leaves 1 
to 4 inches long; and yel-
low-green flowers.

Ranchers in the county 
shiver when they hear their 
neighbor has a large patch 
of leafy spurge. 

BY KILEY CARROLL
INTERN@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

 A container of flea beetles before being released into a section of leafy spurge.

 A section of leafy spurge with flea beetles dispersed.

COURTESY PHOTO | LINDY BURGESS

A section of leafy spurge with flea beetles dispersed.

SEE CONTROL, PAGE 2
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ARTISTS : First year event not connected to Northwest Rendezvous group exhibit
FROM 1

Sonja Caywood, a local 
artist from Dayton, came 
to the Bighorn Rendezvous 
last Saturday Aug. 3 at The 
Brinton Museum with a 
clean canvas, contrary to 
many participating artists 
who came with half-finished 
works.

“I like the drama of doing 
it at the time,” Caywood 
said.

The Brinton Museum 
held its fourth Bighorn 
Rendezvous, a one-day cele-
bration of art and American 
Indian culture. The event 
consisted of a quickdraw, 
American Indian dancing 
and music and free admis-
sion to the museum.

This is the first year the 
event was not connected to 
an exhibit by the Northwest 
Rendezvous group of artists, 
which was traditionally a 
month long exhibit at The 
Brinton, according to muse-
um director and chief cura-
tor Ken Schuster.

This year, The Brinton 
hosted its own quickdraw 
event. Sixteen artists, both 
local and from out of state, 
completed works of art with-
in a 3 hour time limit. The 
creations were auctioned at 

the end of the event. There 
were a variety of mediums, 
such as oil paint, pastels 
and sculpture. Some art-
ists brought work that was 
already started to finish at 
the event, while drawing 

inspiration from something 
they saw at the Brinton or 
a photo they brought with 
them and completing the 
entire piece within the 
event time frame.

Many of the artists set 

up under the shade of the 
large trees in the yard in 
front of the historic Brinton 
ranch house, while others 
found alcoves amongst the 
buildings and trails on the 
property.

Joel Ostlind, an artist 
from Big Horn, appreciates 
the three hour time limit 
as opposed to the one hour 
limit that’s popular at many 
quickdraw events. For 
him, the extra time allows 
for more interaction with 
people watching and better 
works of art.

“The hardest part is to 
come up with something 
that is a strong piece at the 
end,” Ostlind said. “Artists 
work on things and then 
they sometimes drop it and 
work on a new piece, but 
we’re pretty well committed 
to the piece that we start.”

For many of the artists 
and attendees, one of the 
most distinct aspects of the 
quickdraw event was the 
presence of an audience. 
Community members 
milled about the Quarter 
Circle A Ranch watching 
and talking as the artists 
painted and sculpted. People 
could talk to the artists 
about their work and get to 
know the people behind the 
art. To some of the artists, 
the attention added to the 
art.

“I always ask for input 
when I’m doing quickdraws 
and it also helps people put 
something into it, they feel 

like they had a part in it,” 
Caywood said. “That’s the 
best part about a quickdraw 
is that people have seen it 
so they feel like they had a 
little bit of a part in help-
ing it become something. 
Especially when they offer 
you assistance. So I often 
ask for help, it just helps 
make it more of a communi-
ty thing.”

The celebration of the 
arts community was a large 
aspect of this event.

“We have such an active 
art community and it’s real-
ly nice,” James F. Jackson, 
local oil painter and leath-
erworker, said. “All the 
residency programs, SAGE 
[Community Arts], theater. 
This is a good place to be.”

Artists from out of town 
are also drawn to this area 
and The Brinton. Oil paint-
er John Potter has a studio 
in Red Lodge, Montana, but 
has come to The Brinton 
four or five times to partici-
pate in quickdraw events.

“The Brinton is a special 
place just because of where 
it is,” Potter said. “These 
mountains are considered 
holy by our people, so com-
ing here and being among 
the mountains is really won-
derful.”

MATTHEW GASTON | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

Oreland Joe paints for spectators at The Brinton Museum’s Bighorn Rendezvous Saturday, Aug. 3, 
2019.


	BHR Sheridan Press Article 080819 p1
	BHR Sheridan Press Article 080819 p2



