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River Road relay team rides for their people, children

REMEMBERING HISTORY

BIG HORN — Joy surrounded the 
remembrance of All-American Indian 
Days, celebrated at The Brinton Museum 
Wednesday and continuing into Thursday 
at the WYO Performing Arts and 
Education Center. 

Surrounded by natural beauty, organiz-
ers, historians and participants celebrated 
Native American history and culture with 
fellow friends and what most consider 
family. 

A deep historical look from humanities 
scholar Janine Pease. 

Recollections of religious ser-
vices and judging the Miss Indian 
America Pageant from Father Peter 

Powell. Event stories told by family par-
ticipants. 

And questions from a crowd of more 
than 100, asking what happened? Where 
did it go? Why did it leave?

BY ASHLEIGH SNOOZY

ASHLEIGH.SNOOZY@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Stults assumes 
new role as top 
administrator 

at SCSD2

SHERIDAN — As the calen-
dar recently flipped from June 
to July, Scott Stults took on a 
new role as the top adminis-

trator for Sheridan 
County School 
District 2.

Stults, who first 
joined the school 
district in 1998 
as principal at 
Highland Park 
Elementary School, 
officially took the 

reins as superintendent from 
Craig Dougherty on July 1.

BY DENNIS MANSFIELD

DENNIS.MANSFIELD@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Stults

SEE STULTS, PAGE 3

ASHLEIGH SNOOZY | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

Sarah Luther, right, presents Father Peter 
Powell with a certificate of recognition and 
a gift after he presented to more than 100 
people for the All-American Indian Days 
Remembrance event at The Brinton Museum 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021.

Participants of 
All-American Indian 
Days celebrate past

SEE HISTORY, PAGE 3

MATTHEW GASTON | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

River Road’s Tristan Birdin Ground explodes off the starting line during the first heat of the World Championship Indian Relay Race 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021.

The fast and the furry

SHERIDAN — July 14, 2018, is a day 
firmly embedded in Coty Brown’s memo-
ry. It was the worst day of his life, but also 
the best.

It was the day his grandfather passed, 
Brown said, and he was ready to pack 
up his horses at the Sheridan County 
Fairgrounds and return home to Crow 
Agency to grieve with his family.

“But my team, my bros, my brothers, 
they said ‘You need to finish what you 
started,’” Brown said. “And we did.”

That evening brought the birth of a new 
World Championship Indian Relay Races 
team: the River Road Team, for which 
Brown is a captain and one of two holders.

BY STEPHEN DOW

STEPHEN.DOW@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

SEE TEAM, PAGE 2

Coty Brown 
performs a 
blessing on 
the horses the 
River Road 
team will 
use during 
the World 
Championship 
Indian 
Relay race 
Wednesday, 
July 14, 2021.
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SPORTS • B2

FRIDAY, JULY 16
**Patriot Night (wear red)**

• 6-9 a.m., Boys Scouts of America
pancake breakfast, Grinnell Plaza, E. 
Grinnell St., $5 per adult; $3 per chil-
dren 12 years old and younger

• 8-8:45 a.m., Sneakers and Spurs
5K run and 1.5-mile walk, N. Main 
St., $35 per competitor

• 9-9:30 a.m., Beds Along the
Bighorns race, N. Main St., free and 
open to the public; teams must regis-
ter in advance

• 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Slack:
team roping, tie-down roping and 
steer wrestling, Sheridan County 
Fairgrounds, 1753 Victoria St., free 
and open to the public

• 10 a.m. to noon, WYO Rodeo Main
Street Parade, N. Main St., free and 
open to the public

• 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mydland
Market Rodeo Bash, McGregor’s 
Bar & Grill — Mydland Market, 549 
Mydland Road, free and open to the 
public

• 1-2:30 p.m., Kiwanis Duck Race,
Kendrick Park, 874 Beaver St., $5 per 
duck

• 5-11 p.m., Rodeo Week carnival,
Sheridan County Fairgrounds, 1753 
Victoria St., ticket prices determined 
by the carnival

• 7-10 p.m., PRCA Rodeo perfor-
mance Patriot Night, Sheridan 
County Fairgrounds, 1753 Victoria 
St., $18 and up per person

SATURDAY, JULY 17
**Celebrating 90 years**

• 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Slack: team
roping, tie-down roping and steer 
wrestling, Sheridan County fair-
grounds, 1753 Victoria St., free and 
open to the public

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 3
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• 10:30 a.m. to noon, Apsaalooke Crow 
Parade, The Brinton Museum, 239 
Brinton Road, Big Horn free and open to 
the public

• 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mydland Market 
Rodeo Bash, McGregor’s Bar & Grill — 
Mydland Market, 549 Mydland Road, free 
and open

• 5-11 p.m., Rodeo Week carnival, 
Sheridan County Fairgrounds, 1753 
Victoria St., ticket prices determined by 
the carnival

• 6:30-7 p.m., Coronation of Sheridan 
WYO Rodeo Royalty, Sheridan County 
Fairgrounds, 1753 Victoria St., ticket pric-
es determined by rodeo ticket prices

• 7-10 p.m., PRCA Rodeo and World 
Championship Indian Relay final perfor-
mances, Sheridan County Fairgrounds, 
1753 Victoria St., $16.50 per person and up

SUNDAY, JULY 18
• 1-5 p.m., Tailgate party and polo games, 

Big Horn Equestrian Center, 352 Bird Farm 
Road, Big Horn, free and open to the public

EVENTS CONTINUED |

STULTS : Trying to make difference
FROM 1

Stults admits he’s still 
getting used to being the 
boss at SDSC2, laughing 
while retelling a story in 
which he mistakenly wan-
dered into this old office, 
where he most recently 
served as assistant superin-
tendent of instruction and 
human resources.

“That’s a new change for 
me,” Stults said. “When I 
hear the title superinten-
dent, I kind of catch my 
breath. It’s an awesome 
responsibility.”

While he might wear a 
new hat, what isn’t new 
is Stults’ commitment to 
education, to students and 
to staff.

Stults’ career in edu-
cation started more than 
three decades ago as a 
middle school teacher and 
high school varsity football 
and wrestling coach in 
Thermopolis. Then, it was 
on to Casper, where he con-
tinued in similar roles.

“That’s what I wanted to 
do,” he said. “That’s what I 
loved doing.”

As a teacher, Stults felt he 
could make a difference. As 
a coach, he could develop 
even better relationships 
with students and help 
impact their lives in a posi-
tive way.

But, if he wanted to make 
an even bigger impact, 
Stults said he realized that 
would mean taking on a 
bigger role. That’s when he 
began his role as an admin-
istrator as assistant princi-
pal at Natrona County High 
School assistant principal 
for two years before coming 
to SCSD2.

For the next 22 years, 
Stults served in a vari-
ety of roles, including at 
Highland Park, Sheridan 
Junior High School princi-
pal, director of elementary 
education and his more 
recent role as assistant 
superintendent.

When Dougherty 
announced his pending 
retirement in 2020, Stults 
beat out 32 applicants to be 
his successor.

“Now, I have the oppor-
tunity to have even more 
of an impact,” Stults said, 
sitting in his new office, 
adding he plans this to be 
the last stop. “My goal is 
to end my career in educa-
tion as superintendent at 
District 2.”

Until that time comes, 

Stults said the plan is to 
continue the district’s mis-
sion to serve the needs of 
all students and provide 
the best education possible, 
while also remembering 
and acknowledging its 
SCSD2’s teachers and staff 
that make it happen.

“That’s our job,” Stults 
said. “If nothing else, we 
want to make sure each day 
counts.

“It’s the question of the 
why focusing on the who. 
Why do we do what we do?” 
he added. “Our kids are 
just not a number.”

To that end, Stults said 
he’s not planning to make 
any earth-shattering chang-
es as superintendent. After 
all, as the saying goes, if it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.

“This district is doing the 
right things for the right 
reasons,” he said. “I can’t 
be more proud of all the 
people serving this district.

“Quite honestly, I believe 
you’re only as good as the 
people you surround your-
self with. And I have a phe-
nomenal team here.”

Sure, there will be tweaks 
from time to time. After all, 
part of the job is to reflect 
and review on how to best 
educate students.

“I’d like to see us gradu-
ate 100% of our students. 
Are we there? No,” Stults 
said. “Can we get there? I 
hope so.

“We have a great sys-
tem,” he added. “It sounds 

like a cliche but it takes a 
village. We have to do this 
together.”

To have that sense of 
team, Stults said he plans 
to continue to be accessible 
as possible, both to his staff 
and to the community.

“I don’t want that to 
change,” he said. “No mat-
ter what position I’m in, I 
want to be approachable. 
I want people to know I’m 
available.

“That’s how we get better. 
We get better through feed-
back.”

While he’s only getting 
started as superintendent, 
Stults already has his sup-
porters who believe he will 
help continue the district 
to be one of the top K-12 
school districts in the state.

Susan Wilson, SCSD2 
Board of Trustees chair, 
said she believes Stults 
has a chance to thrive, and 
this district with it, as the 
district’s new boss. One 
reason for that is his ability 
to open lines of communi-
cation, both with the board 
and the community.

“He knows that needs to 
change,” she said. “He will 
be up front with people. 
With Scott, there’s no ques-
tion on where he’s coming 
from.”

“He’s totally respectful of 
all the people who work for 
the district. We expect that 
to continue,” she added. 
“We’re just looking for real-
ly great things from him.”

HISTORY : Featured myriad events
FROM 1

In history becoming more 
well-known in the region, 
All-American Indian Days 
began in Sheridan in 1953, 
at a time when Native 
American lives were lik-
ened to that of dogs, and 
neither were allowed in the 
bars downtown.

From 1953 to 1984, mem-
bers of both Sheridan and 
Crow Nation cultures 
began to learn about one 
another and educate each 
other through a festival 
equally thrilling and full 
as Sheridan WYO Rodeo 
Week, which event encom-
passes the beginnings of 
All-American Indian Days. 
Adoring fans clapped 
Lucy Yellowmule into 
the Sheridan WYO Rodeo 
Royalty spotlight as queen 
in 1951, thus sparking the 
beginning of All-American 
Indian Days. 

The event featured myriad 
events, including music, 
dancing, parades, reli-
gious services, Miss Indian 
America Pageant, host fam-
ilies, prayer, camps, food, 
games and other festivities.  

Pease shared the broad 
history, taking particular 
note of the significance in 
timing of the festival week 
— a week she said served 
as one of the most compre-
hensive forms of human-
ities of all kinds — as wars 
waged between Natives and 
Whites, the majority popu-
lation eliminating Native 
American culture by ignor-
ing age-old treaties and 
terminating entire tribes’ 
culture. 

“How hard would that 
be? That, together, they set 
forward, bringing culture, 
bringing music, bringing 
beauty.” Pease said. 

The event served as a 
resurgence of life for those 
lost tribes and lost cultures. 

“This is vitality,” Pease 
said. “This is breathing life 

into culture, demonstrating 
and showing to all those 
who have come.”

Powell added to Pease’s 
lecture, posing a question 
he asked all Miss Indian 
America Pageant contes-
tants throughout his several 
years as a judge. 

“How can you keep your 
identification as a Native 
person under the pressures 
that come from the domi-
nant White culture?” Powell 
said he asked each contes-
tant every year. “We knew 
that Native people could do 
this, thank God. This is why 
our people have not only 
survived but are so glori-
ously (living) for all these 
days.”

Powell saw a change in 
Sheridanites through the 
event. He said the hosts 
“saw the goodness of Native 
people.”

So why did it end?
Pease, while not claim-

ing expert testimony, 
said several other similar 
events began popping up 
in Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Colorado and North 
Dakota, where Sheridan’s 
All-American Indian Days 

migrated to after 1984.
Cultural events returned 

to tribes throughout the 
United States, and cultural 
celebrations arose region-
ally and nationally through 
events like Crow Fair in the 
fall and Native American 
cultural events integrated 
still into Sheridan’s big-
gest festival of the year, 
the Sheridan WYO Rodeo. 
Rodeo Week usually fea-
tures Crow Tribe dancers at 
the First Peoples’ Powwow 
and in the parade, teepee 
villages at the Sheridan 
County Fairgrounds and 
the World Championship 
Indian Relay Races.

Now, the All-American 
Indian Days Remembrance 
event and a Crow parade 
scheduled for Saturday have 
been added to that list of cel-
ebrating Native culture. 

The remembrance event 
also furthered the goal of 
the All-American Indian 
Days Honoring Project, 
which group members aim 
to raise money to erect 
a statue across from the 
Historic Sheridan Inn com-
memorating the event’s 
legacy. 

DENNIS MANSFIELD | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

For the first time as superintendent, Scott Stults addresses 
the Sheridan County School District 2 Board of Trustees at the 
board’s regular monthly meeting Monday, July 12, 2021. While 
new to the role as the district’s top administrator, Stults is far 
from a new face at such meetings, having joined SCSD2 in 1998 
as an elementary school principal.

ASHLEIGH SNOOZY | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

Humanities scholar Janine Pease hugs former Miss Indian America Vivian Arviso after Pease 
presented to more than 100 people for the All-American Indian Days Remembrance event at The 
Brinton Museum Wednesday, July 14, 2021.

Sheldon Spotted Elk takes a group selfie with Father Peter 
Powell during the All-American Indian Days Remembrance event 
at The Brinton Museum Wednesday, July 14, 2021.
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