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SCENE

Montana Shakespeare in the Parks brings “Cymbeline” to Sheridan

SHERIDAN — Over the course 
of the next two months, Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks will 
visit 62 towns in five states. They 
will only take four days off.

When their show in Sheridan 
ended Friday night, the eight-man 
acting/construction crew didn’t 
get to bed until after midnight, 
according to tour manager and 
actor Riley O’Toole. By 9 the 
next morning, they were on the 
road again. It can be a hard life, 
O’Toole said, but after a year in 
quarantine in his home state of 
California, it feels positively invig-
orating.

“I was holed up in LA this time 
last year staring at a wall in my 
apartment,” O’Toole said. “It is 
absolutely amazing to be back on 
the road. Every day is so full and 
enriched, it feels like a day could 
be a week. Last year, a week felt 
like a day.”

For its 49 seasons, Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks has 
always been a celebration — of 
Shakespeare, naturally, but also 
of the joy of gathering together. In 
the tour’s first post-pandemic tour 
year, that message resonates more 
than ever, O’Toole said.

“People are there for the full 

experience — not just for the 
play,” O’Toole said. “They’re there 
to enjoy a glass of wine or a cheese 
board, to sit with their kids and 
enjoy some family time. We see 
people who came to these produc-
tions when they were kids. It’s 
generational and special to a lot of 
folks.”

Montana Shakespeare in the 
Parks is an outreach of Montana 

State University, which engages 
and enriches underserved and 
rural communities with perfor-
mances of Shakespeare. These 
summer performances, along with 
fall and spring productions in 
local high schools and elementary 
schools, are often some of the only 
theatrical performances many 
of these communities receive, 
O’Toole said.

Even in more art-centered 
communities like Sheridan, the 
service provided by Shakespeare 
in the Parks remains valuable, 
according to WYO Performing 
Arts and Education Center 
Director Erin Butler, who helps 
coordinate the annual perfor-
mances.

“It’s such a fun tradition root-
ed in theatrical history,” Butler 
said. “There are a lot of people 
who come to a Shakespeare in the 
Parks performance who will never 
set foot in the WYO. Part of that 
is because it’s a free performance, 
but it’s also a less scary way to 
introduce people to Shakespeare. 
They can bring their kids and 
dogs and take in art they might 
not be exposed to otherwise.”

This year’s performance, espe-
cially, took audiences to some 
unexpected places, O’Toole said. 
The crew performed “Cymbeline,” 
a late-period word by the Bard, 
which is far less recognizable than 
the likes of “Romeo and Juliet” 
and “Hamlet.”

If it doesn’t sound familiar, don’t 
feel bad — O’Toole and Butler 
didn’t know much about it before 
this year either. But O’Toole said 
the work quickly grew on him.

“It is definitely one of his less 
performed plays, but it’s real-
ly grown on me, and it’s got to 

be one of my favorites now,” 
O’Toole said. “It was written by 
an older and wiser Shakespeare. 
A Shakespeare who’s already 
lost a child and achieved some 
commercial success. Those 
who are familiar with his work 
will see bits and pieces of other 
plays in ‘Cymbeline.’ There’s a 
little ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ a little 
‘Winter’s Tale,’ a little Iago (from 
‘Othello’). You see him putting all 
that together in this one play.”

When the show was over Friday 
night, the crew packed up the 
stage — often a two-and-a-half 
hour endeavor, according to 
O’Toole —  got some sleep and 
then hit the road again to Birney, 
Montana.

They still have thousands of 
miles to travel before the end of 
the season, O’Toole said, and he 
couldn’t be happier about that.

“When I wonder if this is what 
I should be doing, I just imagine 
describing this job to my 10-year-
old self,” O’Toole said. “And he 
would be so pumped about it. It 
would be everything he could 
imagine. Then I imagine talking to 
my 80-year-old self, and I think he 
would say ‘What a wonderful way 
to spend your youth.’ This isn’t 
something I’ll be able to continue 
forever, but right now, I feel so 
lucky to be doing it.”
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Let land, art, people share history of sacred grounds
A

s you travel on Brinton Road 
through Big Horn driving 
along the lower lane, or the 
upper road, time slows down.

Rolling fields and meadows, 
cattle and horses, here and there, 
the ever spectacular views of the 
majestic Bighorns lets the mind 
take a breather.

The first sight of The Brinton 
Museum before you enter the 
property is the horse barn built 
by Bradford Brinton for his 
thoroughbreds. It sits just to the 
north of picturesque Little Goose 
Creek.

Once on the museum grounds, 
Little Goose Creek Lodge and 
the historic ranch house are to 
the right, and on the hill is the 
Forrest E. Mars, Jr. Building. 
Find a parking space, tie your 
shoes and be sure to check in at 
the reception desk for tours.

You are a visitor on land 
that was once the lands of the 
Apsáalooke, Cheyenne, both 
Tsitsistas and So’taeo’o, Lakota 
and Arapaho people. It was the 
Scotsman William Moncreiffe in 
1892 who established the Quarter 

Circle A Ranch and brand. It 
was Bradford Brinton who in 
1923 bought the Quarter Circle A 
headquarters, 640 acres, which 
today comprises The Brinton 
Museum.

There is a lot to take in. The 
people. The history. The land. In 
a nutshell, it’s what The Brinton 
is all about — preserving and 
interpreting the art and history of 
the people and the land, bringing 
both to life through exhibitions 
and educational programs.

Northern Arapaho artist Robert 
Martinez from Riverton is fea-
tured in a one-person show of 
his vibrant paintings and ledger 
drawings in the Jacomien Mars 
Reception Gallery. Martinez uses 
historical references to create a 
contemporary statement in art. A 
founding member of the Creative 
Indigenous Collective, he is a 
voice for promoting and expand-
ing our knowledge of indigenous 
art and indigenous artists.

Martinez was born on the Wind 
River Reservation and is a winner 
of the prestigious 2019 Governor’s 
Arts Award. His work blends 

Native inspira-
tion and history 
with modern 
culture to create 
portraits such as 
“Hello Cowboy,” 
a drawing of 
a Native cow-
boy holding a 
Hello Kitty cell-
phone to take 
a selfie. “The 
Art of Robert 
Martinez” con-
tinues at The 

Brinton through Labor Day.
If you’re fortunate to be at the 

museum July 17, you can expe-
rience Crow American Indian 
Parade on that Saturday. Six 
members of the Apsáalooke 
(Crow) Nation will dress in 
full regalia with six horses to 
parade on The Brinton grounds. 
The parade route begins at the 
horse barn and ends at the Helen 
Brinton Education Pavilion. Crow 
member Mardell Plainfeather 
will present a program about the 
beauty of Crow American Indian 
adornment and the longstanding 

tradition of Crow Parade of the 
Apsáalooke People.

In 1951, Crow tribal member 
Lucy Yellowmule made history 
by becoming the first Native 
American Indian rodeo queen 
of the Sheridan WYO Rodeo. 
This was, as we say, a “very big 
deal.” She was 16 years old. Lucy 
and her marvelous white horse 
opened the door for the first All-
American Indian Day and nation-
al Miss Indian America Pageant, 
which took place in 1953.

The legacy of her extraor-
dinary achievement and its 
impact on those who followed 
were instrumental in bridging 
the racial gap between Native 
Americans and the Sheridan 
community. On July 14 this year, 
an All-American Indian Days 
Remembrance Event takes place 
at The Brinton Museum.

The lure of the land — the 
beauty of the West — is the focus 
of the Bighorn Rendezvous art 
exhibit — July 10 to Aug. 21 — 
which showcases works by 12 
nationally-known artists from 
the region and beyond. Like 

so many accomplished artists 
drawn to the area for its magnif-
icence, the tradition of painting 
western scenes and landscapes 
will continue for as long as art-
ists paint and sculpt. Don’t miss 
Bighorn Rendezvous Quickdraw 
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. It’s 
your chance to walk about the 
property and talk with artists 
who are working at their easels, 
painting en plein air.

And who can say, maybe as you 
stroll through the grounds of the 
Quarter Circle A the whisper 
of the wind will tell of cowboys 
who once rode the foothills on 
range-weary horses, calling to 
longhorns to giddy-up and move 
along. Or perchance the soft 
rustle of leaves in the tall cotton-
wood trees will speak of Crows 
and Cheyennes who once lived on 
these lands.

Or perhaps you will simply dis-
cover that art and history enrich 
the mind and are good for the 
soul.

BARBARA MCNAB is curator of exhibitions at The Brinton 
Museum in Big Horn.
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Rachel Cendrick and Mikey Gray unload wardrobe from the trailer for Sheridan’s 
Shakespeare in the Park performance Friday, July 9, 2021.
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Montana Shakespeare in the Parks’ cast and crew arrives at Kendrick Park to set up the stage for their performance Friday, July 9, 2021.


