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SCENE
 ‘Remembering Past Deeds’ a noteworthy item at The Brinton

A
s the year comes to a close, 
people around the world are 
gathering to celebrate vari-
ous holidays centered around 

religious or cultural events that 
deal with renewal, rededication and 
thankfulness for the bounty provid-
ed during the past year.

Here at 
The Brinton 
Museum, one 
of the blessings 
we celebrate 
is the acquisi-
tion of Joseph 
Henry Sharp’s 
“Remembering 
Past Deeds.”

The story of 
the acquisition 
sadly begins 
with the passing 
of my longtime 
friend John B. 

Kendrick II, but the painting itself 
has a great significance to the 
artistic history of the Sheridan 
area. Its creator Joseph Henry 
Sharp (1859-1953) is best known 
as one of the founders of the Taos 
Society of Artists. He also spent a 
considerable amount of time here 
on the northern plains.

In 1897, he traveled as far north 
as the Blackfeet Reservation. 
From 1902 until 1910, he main-
tained a cabin and studio at Crow 
Agency. Sharp made subsequent 
trips to this area into the 1930s 
to paint on the Crow Reservation 
and to visit his friend and former 
art student Fra Dana (1874-1948) 
who, together with her husband 
Edwin Dana, owned and operated 
the 2A Ranch in the Parkman area 
of northern Wyoming, just across 
the state line from the Crow 
Reservation in Montana. The 
Danas left Wyoming for a ranch 
near Cascade, Montana, in 1937.

Purchased c.1914 by John B. 
Kendrick (1857-1933), resident of 

Trail End and a noted rancher in 
his own right, “Remembering Past 
Deeds” became part of the fam-
ily’s treasured possessions. Mr. 
Kendrick purchased the painting 
through Herbert A. Coffeen (1869-
1916), whose establishment “At the 
Sign of the Teepee” was consid-
ered a treasure-trove of art both 
Native and western.

The following passage is taken 
from Coffeen’s obituary: “…

known nationally as an Indian 
collector and connoisseur of 
western art. He enjoyed an inti-
mate acquaintanceship with Dr. 
George Bird Grinnell, Major 
McLaughlin and many other noted 
writers of Indian literature. His 
personal acquaintance extended 
to a number of nationally known 
artists, including Remington, 
Schreyvogel, Hanson, Rollins. 
Sharp and a number of others.”

John B. Kendrick served as gov-
ernor of Wyoming (1915-1917) and 
U.S. Senator (1917-1933). In a 1916 
photo of the Wyoming Governor’s 
Mansion reception room the paint-
ing can be seen on the wall above 
the sofa. The painting then accom-
panied the Kendrick family to 
Washington, D.C., where it hung 
in their residence.

Upon John B. Kendrick’s death, 
the painting’s ownership was 

transferred to his son Manville 
Kendrick (1900-1992), another 
noted Wyoming rancher and 
Sheridan area businessman. John 
B. Kendrick II (1931-2021) assumed 
ownership of the oil after his 
father’s death. Harvard educated 
and brilliant in more ways than 
I have room to relate here, John 
succeeded his father as president 
of the Kendrick Cattle Company 
and was an active member of the 
ranching community in Wyoming 
before moving to Colorado.

With the passing of John B. 
Kendrick II, the family kindly 
offered The Brinton Museum the 
right of first refusal to purchase 
“Remembering Past Deeds” at 
the appraised value of $275,000. 
Not only is this an important and 
representative work by Sharp, but 
its provenance makes it an ideal 
addition to The Brinton Museum’s 
permanent collection.

On June 1, The Brinton’s board 
decided to take advantage of the 
offer made by the Kendrick family 
and to begin raising funds for the 
purchase. Through the generosi-
ty of members of TBM’s board of 
directors, our National Advisory 
Council, various patrons and 
through WYO Gives fundraising 
efforts, the noteworthy oil now 
resides in Big Horn where visitors 
from around the world can see 
and enjoy the rich heritage, which 
makes this community such an 
enjoyable place to call home.

On behalf of The Brinton 
Museum’s staff, board of direc-
tors, National Advisory Council, 
American Indian Advisory 
Council and my family, we want 
to wish you and yours a blessed 
and joyous holiday season.

KENNETH L. SCHUSTER is director and chief curator at 
The Brinton Museum.
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Joseph Henry Sharp’s “Remembering Past Deeds” hangs on a gallery wall at The Brinton Museum in Big Horn. Sharp 
(1859-1953) is best known as one of the founders of the Taos Society of Artists.

NEW YORK (AP) — It 
was just another job 
for child actor Karolyn 
Grimes. She was 6 and had 
already done four movies 
by the summer of 1946 
when filming began on “It’s 
a Wonderful Life.” The only 
thing she recalls about the 

biggest movie of her career 
was being delighted to play 
in snow on the set.

That single job would 
become very memorable to 
a lot of other people. “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” which 
marks its 75th anniversary 
this year, is now a beloved 

holiday tradition across the 
globe. 

“It’s a once-a-year pick-
me-up for the humanity of 
America and the world,” 
Grimes told The Associated 
Press. “It’s a good impetus 
to really keep us going in a 
positive direction.”

“It’s a Wonderful Life” 
was released in late 1946, 
produced and directed by 
Frank Capra and starring 
Jimmy Stewart and Donna 
Reed. It takes place on 
Christmas Eve in a small 
town.

The film centers on the 
character of George Bailey, 
played by Stewart, who 
considers suicide until his 
guardian angel intervenes 
and shows him all the 
people whose lives he has 
touched and the difference 
he has made in the commu-
nity.

One memorable character 
is Zuzu, played by Grimes. 
She gets to say, “Every 
time a bell rings, an angel 
gets his wings.” And the 
petals from Zuzu’s rose — 
stuffed into a pants pocket 
by Stewart’s Bailey as he 
comforts his sickly daugh-
ter — become a symbol of 
life.

If Grimes is sort of fuzzy 
on the filming details, 
Jimmy Hawkins, another 
former child actor who 
played Tommy in the film, 
is the opposite. He recalls 
as a 4-year-old getting up 
while it was dark and tak-
ing buses and streetcars 
to Culver City to film his 
scenes.

“I have vivid memories 
of doing that film,” he said. 
“On the set, Capra would 
squat down, eye-to-eye, tell 
me what he wanted me to 
do and did I understand it. 
I said, ‘Oh, yes, sir.’” 

Grimes and Hawkins are 
the last surviving members 
of the cast and have chosen 
to represent the film’s lega-
cy and spread its lesson of 
doing good.

“We feel we’re lucky to 
have played those parts and 
carry Frank Capra’s mes-
sage. He’s not around to do 
it, and he gave us a great 
part and a lot of wonderful 
memories, so we just natu-
rally do it, said Hawkins. 

2 stars of ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ look back at a classic

NEW YORK (AP) — Books and authors mattered 
in 2021, sometimes more than the industry wanted.

A 22-year-old poet became a literary star. The 
enthusiasms of young people on TikTok helped 
revive Colleen Hoover’s “It Ends With Us,” and 
other novels released years earlier. Conservatives 
pushed to restrict the books permitted in classrooms 
at a time when activists were working to expand 
them. And the government decided that the merger 
of two of the country’s biggest publishers might 
damage an invaluable cultural resource: authors. 

“Everything feels very magnified,” said the 
prize-winning novelist Jacqueline Woodson, whose 
books have been challenged by officials in Texas and 
elsewhere. 

“One day I hear that Texas is trying to ban (the 
Woodson novels) ‘Red at the Bone’ and ‘Brown Girl 
Dreaming,’ and the next moment we see Amanda 
Gorman speaking truth to power. Maybe it’s 
because of social media or the pandemic, but it all 
feels much more intense,” she said.

Sales were strong in 2020, the first year of the pan-
demic, and climbed higher in 2021. The number of 
books sold through the end of November increased 
by 10% over 2020, and by 20% over the pre-pan-
demic year of 2019, according to NPD BookScan, 
which tracks around 85% of the print market. The 
Association of American Publishers reported reve-
nues of $7.8 billion for trade books through the first 
10 months of 2021, a 14% jump over last year.

“You’re not hearing much these days about how 
people don’t read anymore,” said Allison Hill, CEO 
of the American Booksellers Association, the trade 
group for the country’s independent bookstores.

A year after the ABA worried that hundreds of 
stores could shut down because of the pandemic, 
Hill said membership is growing, with more than 
150 new stores opening and around 30 going out of 
business. 

Fiction was especially strong in 2021 as sales tal-
lied by BookScan jumped more than 20% from the 
previous year, driven by everything from TikTok 
and Reese Witherspoon’s book club to a surge in 
manga and a wave of literary bestsellers that includ-
ed Jonathan Franzen’s “Crossroads” and Anthony 
Doerr’s “Cloud Cuckoo Land.” 

The CEO of Penguin Random House U.S., 
Madeline McIntosh, called the popularity of fiction 
“the greatest sign we have of long-term growth for 
the industry.” 

“It’s one thing when you’re grabbing books when 
you want to learn how to do something or to keep 
with current events, but it’s a different impulse 
when you’re grabbing a book because you want to 
fill your hours with reading. And that’s what we’re 
seeing with fiction,” she said.

With Donald Trump no longer in the White House, 
sales for political books dropped nearly 25%, accord-
ing to BookScan. 

2021 in Books: `Everything 
feels magnified’


