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Docents crucial to 
lifelong learning

L
ong gone are the days when museums were merely 

repositories of artifacts and fine art. Today, there is a 

great deal more significance placed on education.

The key word when talking about museums and 
education is “docent.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
definition of the term is simply “a person who leads 
guided tours especially through a museum or art gal-
lery.” A docent’s role is not simple, though. The ideal 
docent is a vibrant, engaging and knowledgeable repre-
sentative of a museum.

A good docent can bring the viewer’s museum experi-
ence to life. He or she acts as a bridge 
between the exhibition and the view-
er; the relationship a docent builds 
between a viewer and the exhibition 
can continue to inspire a lifelong 
learner or spark the start of a new art 
enthusiast.

Education has always been import-
ant to The Brinton Museum. In 2003, 
its inaugural Illustrator Show fea-
turing Gerald L. Holmes, artist and 
illustrator of John R. Erickson’s 
charming Hank the Cowdog children’s 
book series, was the first in what 
has become the institution’s annual 

Illustrator Show programs.
This year’s exhibit featured original picture book illus-

trations by award-winning fine artist Greg Newbold. 
Greg and his wife, Amy, collaborated on three children’s 
books, “If Picasso Painted a Snowman”; “If da Vinci 
painted a Dinosaur”; and “If Monet Painted a Monster.” 
You can guess where this theme is going. The illustra-
tions are both clever and charming and are a great way 
to introduce art history and its different genres to school 
tours with the help of experienced, charismatic docents.

Beyond the illustrator shows, docents at The Brinton 
Museum are crucial to our educational programming 
for adults as well as students. For example, every 
spring when hundreds of fourth- and fifth-graders from 
Sheridan County tour the museum to study local and 
state history, our incredible docents share their knowl-
edge and bring to life the material in classroom text-
books. The students’ enthusiasm for what they learn and 
experience is then shared with their families. Often, stu-
dents return with their families and act as the docent. 
The cycle of learning, sharing and connecting is conta-
gious, enhancing the value of a museum.

If you are interested in being a part of this inspiration-
al cycle, reach out to us at The Brinton Museum. Every 
spring, the museum offers a docent training and orienta-
tion program, and we are always looking for more eager 
lifelong learners.

LACASA MICHELENA is assistant curator at The Brinton Museum.

Ucross cookbook features recipes of Cindy Brooks

SHERIDAN — Cindy Brooks, chef 
at the Ucross Foundation, has shared 
her recipes here and there among fel-
low Wyoming residents and those she 
has met traveling.

With a sudden 
increase of free time 
amid the pandemic, 
however, she took it 
upon herself to compile 
her recipes in a cook-
book reflecting the cul-
ture of Ucross and its 
residents.

The resident-centered 
cookbook features an 
array of Brooks’ recipes, most by 
popular demand, as well as creative 
essays and landscape photographs 
from 10 Ucross alumni artists. The 
essays detail the former residents’ 
experiences at Ucross and its cuisine, 
Brooks said.

“Over the years, people have asked 
for recipes, and I would always say 
the same thing: ‘I’m busy cooking,’ 
and didn’t have the time to compile 
them.” Brooks said. “When COVID 
hit, we actually had time to compile 
the recipes.”

Experimenting with cooking for 
more than 30 years, Brooks’ has a 
vast cooking repertoire, including 
work as a private chef, caterer, 
restaurant chef and restaurant 
owner. For the past 12 years, she has 
debuted her recipes to the residents 
of Ucross.

Her cooking is greatly influenced 
by her travels.

“The recipes reflect the experiences 
I’ve had as a chef and traveling over 
the years developing different recipes 
and bringing them here and develop-
ing what I’ve seen here,” Brooks said.

Because many of the Ucross resi-
dents only stay a month, Brooks said 
she liked to pack the menu with vari-
ous international dishes.

“I try to keep it interesting for the 
residents as well as me,” she said.

Cree LeFavour, former Ucross 
resident, co-authored the cookbook 
and greatly aided its writing outside 
of the recipes themselves. LaFavour 
and Brooks corresponded over 
numerous Zoom meetings.

“[LeFavour] has a similar sensi-
bility about food that I do so it was a 
good match,” Brooks said.

The cookbook was funded by a 
Kickstarter crowdfunding campaign.

 The original goal was to raise 
$40,000; the campaign exceeded its 
goal and raised $44,179 from 261 back-
ers.

 Ucross Foundation 
Communication and Special Events 
Manager Caitlin Addlesperger said, 
many of the Ucross Cookbook’s 
supporters were Sheridan County 
residents as well as former Ucross 
artists-in-residence.

The fundraised money covered pay-
ment of contributing artists, photog-

raphers, editors and other key people 
who helped the cookbook come to 
fruition.

Launch events were held at the 
WYO Performing Arts and Education 
Center, the Century Club in New 

York City and the home of a support-
ing couple in Beverly Hills.

“This way, we could thank and cele-
brate with our home community and 
our alumni artists in New York and 
LA,” Addlesperger said.
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Greg Newbold’s piece “Picasso Snowman” is on display at The 
Brinton Museum in Big Horn.
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Cindy Brooks, center, attends the holiday reception to celebrate “The Ucross Cookbook” Dec. 13, 2021, in Beverly Hills, California.
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“The Ucross Cookbook” oversees a holiday reception to celebrate the book’s publica-
tion on Dec. 13, 2021.

Book signing event

Book singing with author Cindy 
Brooks Feb. 26, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Sheridan Stationery 
Books and Gifts, 535 N. Main 
St., open to the public
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A cook chops Brussels sprouts to prepare a dish from “The Ucross Cookbook.”

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — A Bruce Willis action movie 
is premiering this weekend in Jackson, Mississippi, 
where much of it was filmed last year.

The production included controlled explosions and 
gunfire near the Governor’s Mansion.

“A Day to Die” also stars Frank Grillo, Leon Robinson 
and Kevin Dillon, with Jackson Mayor Chokwe Antar 
Lumumba making a cameo appearance.

News outlets reported some of the stars are set to 
walk the red carpet at 5 p.m. Saturday at the Jackson 
Convention Complex. A city statement said the movie is 
being shown to a “limited audience” at 7 p.m.

The movie is set for release March 4.
Willis plays a corrupt police chief. Dillon plays an 

ex-military officer whose wife is kidnapped. Dillon’s 
character recruits his old crew to pull off dangerous 
heists because he needs $2 million to pay a gang leader 
played by Leon Robinson, listed in the credits as Leon. 

Premier set for 
Bruce Willis movie 

filmed in Mississippi


