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SCENE

SHERIDAN — May is 
National Preservation Month, 
and history hounds across 
the U.S. — including many in 
Sheridan County — are unit-
ing to preserve local, state and 
national history by volunteer-
ing and learning all month long. 

Every year, National 
Preservation Month encourages 
local businesses, preservation 
organizations, state historical 
societies and governments to 
partner in promoting historic 
places with the goal of remind-
ing folks of local history and 
demonstrating the benefits of 
historic preservation, according 
to the National Park Service’s 
National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Locally, Sheridan Community 
Land Trust Historical Program 
Manager Carrie Edinger said 
the celebratory month is intend-
ed to bring awareness to his-
toric preservation in Sheridan 
County, whether that means 
spending time in Sheridan’s his-
toric downtown district, touring 
local sites of military history or 
visiting museums. 

“There are lots of opportu-
nities in Sheridan County to 
either get involved in Sheridan 
history or just become more 
aware,” Edinger said. 

There are 27 historic sites 
in the county — ranging from 
historic houses to still-in-use 
shops, bridges to churches — 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Several local historic sites 
and organizations are hosting 
events to remind residents of 
Sheridan County history this 
month.

For instance, the Museum at 
the Bighorns will host a com-
munity day Saturday in honor 
of National Preservation Month 
with free admission all day, said 
Jessica Salzman, museum col-
lections manager. Salzman said 
the Museum at the Bighorns 
will also highlight historic 
buildings throughout Sheridan 
County through online blog 
posts.

Kenneth Schuster, direc-
tor and chief curator of The 
Brinton Museum, said the 

museum’s collection of art, 
artifacts and preserved historic 
buildings offer glimpses into 
the local and national history 
while exemplifying the mythic 
imagery of American West that 
draws and has drawn so many 
people to the Sheridan area. 

The best way to celebrate 
National Preservation Month, 
Schuster said, is to visit a pre-
served place like the Quarter 
Circle A Ranch house and 
outbuildings at The Brinton. 
Luckily for eager museumgoers, 
the Brinton Museum’s peak sea-
son hours and Quarter Circle A 
Ranch tours also begin in May. 
Starting May 31, The Brinton 
Museum will be open daily from 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. with free 
admission. Ranch house tours 
begin May 19 at 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. while ranch 
house and ground tours begin 
May 28 at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 
p.m.

“The Brinton is a great exam-
ple of somebody — and that 
somebody being Helen Brinton 
— having the vision to preserve 
the ranch that her brother 
brought,” Schuster said. 

That vision, Schuster 

explained, allows modern-day 
visitors to learn how a local 
gentleman’s ranch operated 
during the 1920s and 1930s. 

SCLT is hosting a cleanup at 
Monarch Lutheran Cemetery 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. In addition to mending 
cemetery fences, cleaning head-
stones and removing weeds and 
trash, Edinger said SCLT plans 
to work with The Wyoming 
Room at the Sheridan County 
Fulmer Public Library to 
gather cemetery information, 
double-check names and create 
a map of Monarch Lutheran 
Cemetery.

“The bigger picture of this 
cleanup…is we are going to doc-
ument the cemetery,” Edinger 
said. 

This way, Edinger said, infor-
mation about the cemetery, 
which is on private property, 
will be publicly available.

Edinger said she hopes the 
spirit of National Preservation 
Month this May and the events 
local organizations have 
planned will remind residents 
of history’s role in creating 
Sheridan County culture and 
shaping the future.
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Sharing talents of leather crafters

T
he Brinton Museum’s new 
exhibit of leather work, 
“Master Leather Carving 
from North America and 

Japan — Design and Cultural 
Influences,” featuring impressive 
master leather artists, originat-
ed from a discussion about the 
inspiring history of saddle making 
and leather carving in Northern 
Wyoming.

The masterful carving and 
tooling on saddles and eques-
trian equipment created in this 
area over the past century has 
produced a reputation and style 
recognized around the world. 
Leatherworkers everywhere 
continue to be profoundly influ-

enced by what 
has become 
Sheridan’s 
local identity. 
Recently, the 
influence of 
this particular 
style has been 
appreciated 
and adapted by 
a large number 
of very fine 
Japanese leath-
er workers.

Among the 
outstand-

ing tooled items by 25 North 
American and Japanese arti-
sans in this exhibit are 25 fully 
carved, tooled and finished 
leather panels specifically 
designed for this show. 

Their representation high-
lights the amazing development 
of leather carving in western 
North America and its influ-
ence on Japanese leather craft. 
What is certainly unique to this 
exhibit is the thoughtful presen-
tation of what is a traditionally 
Western art form, examining the 
carving and tooling of extremely 
fine leatherwork from both sides 
of the world. 

Works on display include 
more than 35 intricately carved 
3D pieces and 12 beautiful and 
historically significant saddles. 
An exquisite pair of carved and 
tooled cowboy boots of cowhide 
and crocodile by Takahiro Kubo 
and an amazingly carved and 

tooled mandolin case of cow-
hide by Wayne Hape are exam-
ples of items by an artist from 
Japan and an artist from North 
America.

As the exhibit curator, I knew 
The Brinton Museum was the 
logical and perfect venue for 
such an exhibit. 

I developed the concept for this 
show years ago having taught 
a floral leather carving class at 
the Gene Autry Museum in Los 
Angeles, California. 

Out of thirty students in the 
class, there were two men from 
Japan. They were learning 
the processes and methods of 
American leather carvers. The 
rest of the class members were 
generally from western locations 
in America.

Although all the students 
were carving the same patterns 
with basically similar tools, 
the Japanese students’ works 
revealed and manifested uncom-
mon characteristics. 

I sensed these aesthetic prefer-
ences were unique and quite dif-
ferent from the rest of the class, 
and I determined there was a 
“cultural influence” detectable 
in their carving. 

These qualities, though subtle, 
hinted of an Asian origin. This 
realization struck me as pro-
found. This curious difference, 
I felt, enhanced their work and 
gave it a new and lively “identi-
ty.” 

The idea that the culture and 
environment in which we are 
raised manifests itself in shap-
ing our vision and determining 
creative choices is undeniable.

“Master Leather Carving from 
North America and Japan — 
Design and Cultural Influences” 
opened this month and contin-
ues in the museum’s Jacomien 
Mars Reception Gallery through 
September 5. 

General admission is offered 
free, which is made possible 
by a generous grant from First 
Interstate Bank.

JIM JACKSON is a leather carver and artist in Sheridan, 

Wyoming.

GUEST COLUMN  |

JIM JACKSON
|

COURTESY PHOTO | THE BRINTON MUSEUM

Takahiro Kubo’s hand-crafted cowboy boots are on display at The Brinton 

Museum for the show “Master Leather Carving from North America and Japan — 

Design and Cultural Influences.”
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The Quarter Circle A Ranch house at the Brinton Museum, one of the Sheridan County properties on the National 

Register of Historic Places, sits beneath the clouds Thursday, May 12, 2022.

How to celebrate National Preservation Month
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The Monarch Lutheran Cemetery off Acme Road sits empty Wednesday, 

May 11, 2022. The Sheridan Community Land Trust is hosting a cleanup at 

Monarch Lutheran Cemetery Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in honor of 

National Preservation Month this May.


