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Exhibit:  Articles of a Treaty, an educational art exhibit about the 

  1868 Fort Laramie Treaty 
Dates:   June 10 to August 28 in the S. K. Johnston, Jr. Family Gallery 

Program:  July 7, 6 PM:  Lecture by Craig Howe, Curator CAIRNS 

 
The Brinton Museum (Big Horn, WY) presents Articles of a Treaty, an educational art exhibit 

about the historic 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty, developed by the Center for American Indian 

Research and Native Studies (CAIRNS), an Indian-controlled nonprofit research and education 

center located at Wingsprings in the Lacreek District of Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota. 

Curated by Craig Howe, Ph.D. this show opens on June 10 in The Brinton Museum’s S. K. 

Johnston, Jr. Family Gallery and continues through August 28. 

In 1841, the first westward-bound emigrants arrived at the fort located at the confluence of the 

Laramie and North Platte rivers. They were bound for the territories of Oregon and California 

and also Salt Lake City in Utah. In the years 1858 to 1861, the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush brought 

even more white settlers to the western territories, accelerating conflicts between settlers and 

the Indians. In 1865, a congressional committee began a study of the Indian uprisings and wars 

in the West, resulting in a written report, Report on the Condition of the Indian Tribes, published 

in 1867, which ultimately led to the establishment of an Indian Peace Commission on July 20 of 



 

 

the same year. The intent and purpose of the commission was to end the Indian wars and 

prevent future Indian conflicts.  

In 1868, the Indian Peace Commission comprised of three generals - General William 

Tecumseh Sherman, General Alfred Howe Terry and General William Selby Harney -, and four 

civilians: N. G. Taylor, Commissioner of Indian Affairs; Senator John B. Henderson, Chairman of 

the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs; Samuel F. Tappan; and John B. Sanborn, met with a 

contingent of Sicangus/Brule Indians at Fort Laramie who signed the treaty on April 29. The 

commission then split up and spent the rest of the summer securing signatures from all the 

other Oceti Sakowin (Sioux) nations. The treaty was ratified by the U.S. Senate on February 16, 

1869 and then proclaimed by President Andrew Johnson on February 24. However, by 1874 

gold had been discovered in the Black Hills causing the fast dismantling of the treaty by the 

United States Government. The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty contains seventeen articles which 

articulate the agreement between the Oceti Sakowin (Sioux) Confederacy and the United States 

of America. The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty is the document whereby the Oceti Sakowin 

Confederacy is recognized as a political entity by the United States. It is the Confederacy’s 

Lakota division that is generally perceived to be the beneficiaries of the treaty.  

 
Tom Swift Bird, Salvage and Adapt, sheet metal print, 12” x 24” 

Thirty-two talented Oceti Sakowin artists created contemporary artworks related to the 

seventeen articles which comprise The Brinton Museum’s show. Participating artists: Dustin 

Twiss (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Donald F. Montileaux (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Wade Patton (Oglala 

Sioux Tribe), Alfreda Beartrack Algeo (Lower Brule Sioux Tribe), Jim Yellowhawk (Cheyenne 

River Sioux Tribe), Brian Szabo (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), Dwayne Wilcox (Oglala Sioux Tribe) 

Richard Red Owl (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Charles Her Many Horses (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), 

Tom Swift Bird (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Angela Babby (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Sandy Swallow 

(Oglala Sioux Tribe), Renelle White Buffalo (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), Del Iron Cloud (Standing 

Rock Sioux Tribe), Paul Szabo (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), JhonDuane Goes In Center (Oglala 

Sioux Tribe), Roger Broer (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Gerald Cournoyer (Oglala Sioux Tribe), 

Evans Flammond, Sr. (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), Dorene Red Cloud (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Reyna 



 

 

Hernandez (Yankton Sioux Tribe), Lorri Ann Two Bulls (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Monty Fralick 

(Oglala Sioux Tribe), James Star Comes Out (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Paul High Horse, (Oglala 

Sioux Tribe), Marty Two Bulls, Jr. (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Keith BraveHeart (Oglala Sioux 

Tribe), Micheal Two Bulls (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Joseph Allen (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), Linda 

Szabo (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), Andrea Lekberg (Oglala Sioux Tribe), and Iris Sully (Rosebud 

Sioux Tribe).  

  

 

Brian Szabo, Touching the Pen, buffalo horn, antler, metal, 9” x 8” x 2.5” 

 

Marty Two Bulls, Jr., Honor Cake (Best Farmer), mixed media, 17” x 24” x 5”  

 

About The Brinton Museum 

Founded in 1960, The Brinton Museum is a fine arts institution devoted to preserving the art and 

history of the West. Located on the historic Quarter Circle Ă Ranch in the foothills of the Bighorn 

Mountains, it features 19th, 20th and 21st century American and Indian Art in a historic Western 

setting.  General admission for 2022 is FREE, made possible by a generous donation from First 

Interstate Bank. The Brinton is a participating member of the North American Reciprocal 

Museum (NARM) Association which offers its members free admission during regular museum 

hours to other participating NARM institutions. Summer Hours: Open Daily, Memorial Day to 

Labor Day. 


