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Time to kick back, 
enjoy summer

T
here are times when you want to just 
kick back and relax. There are other 
days when checking items off the to-do 
list offers a great sense of satisfaction.

Lately, however, I find myself drawn 
more to the former than the latter. Let’s 
be honest, summer is here. The gardens at 
The Brinton Museum are in full bloom. The 
lawns are emerald green. People are hiking 
the museum’s nature trails. The Bistro is 
serving lunch on the patio, which never 
fails to deliver a remarkable view of the 
always resplendent Bighorns. The muse-
um’s summer exhibits — “Master Leather 
Carving from North America and Japan 
— Design and Cultural Influences” in the 
Jacomien Mars Gallery, as well as “Articles 
of a Treaty”, featuring contemporary art by 
32 Oceti Sakowin artists, on display in the 
S. K. Johnston, Jr. Family Gallery — con-
tinue through the end of August and Labor 
Day, respectively, and both are superb.

The Brinton Museum’s Bighorn 
Rendezvous exhibit features 13 exception-
al, award-winning artists from Wyoming, 
Montana, Colorado and Oregon and rep-
resents nothing short of an impressive slate 
of talent.

Participating artists comprise Jake 
Gaedtke, T.D. Kelsey, Robert Martinez, 
Julie Oriet, John Potter, Stephanie Rose, 
Chessney Sevier, Kathryn Mapes Turner, 
Skip Whitcomb, Michele Usibelli, Paul 
Waldum, Dan Young and John Taft, who 
are also featured in the museum’s Bighorn 
Rendezvous Quickdraw.

The quickdraw is held in conjunction 
with Sheridan’s popular Celebrate the 
Arts Festival, a community-wide event 
showcasing the rich diversity of art and 
art organizations in Sheridan County. The 

above-mentioned artists 
will be working at the 
easel in various locations 
and places on the Quarter 
Circle A Ranch grounds 
on Aug. 27. This event is 
a great opportunity for 
everyone and anyone 
interested in art to meet 
highly accomplished art-
ists doing what they do 
best — paint and sculpt.

It all takes place from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
pristine setting of The 

Brinton Museum’s historic Ranch House 
and adjacent areas. A good fitting pair of 
walking shoes, T-shirt and cap are the dress 
code for strolling the property. Bottled 
water will be provided at the Helen Brinton 
Education Pavilion and guided tours of the 
Ranch House, outbuildings and Brinton 
Barn are available by checking in at the 
reception desk in the Forrest E. Mars, Jr. 
Building. A dinner and art auction to ben-
efit the museum, and also the artists, com-
pletes the program.

It’s all about kicking back and enjoying 
a fabulous day of all-things-art-and-nature 
at a world-class museum richly connect-
ed to the history and culture of the West. 
Tickets for the dinner and art auction 
are required. Check online through The 
Brinton Museum’s website for availability. 
The Bighorn Rendezvous exhibit continues 
through Aug. 27. General admission to the 
museum is offered free courtesy of First 
Interstate Bank.

BARBARA MCNAB is the curator of exhibitions for The Brinton Museum.

 Brinton Museum hosts fourth Summer Art Camp
SHERIDAN — The 

Brinton Museum brings 
back the Summer Art Camp 
next week, spanning July 
19-21. This summer, stu-
dents will try printmaking, 
paper art and open air 
painting. 

Jim Jereb will again teach 
the printmaking part of the 
camp. He has come every 
year the camp has been 
offered, four years in total. 
He has been a printmaking 
artist since 1981 but still 
finds new things to learn 
each and every day. 

He first started the art as 
a result of a class he needed 
to graduate. The interest 
sparked from there and has 
since become a long-stand-
ing hobby of his. 

Before the camp started, 
Jereb had been working 
with The Brinton through 
exhibitions and restoration 
of pieces and continues to 
do so. 

This year, Jereb will 
teach students about mak-
ing a relief printing plate. 
Students will draw onto soft 
linoleum. After students cre-
ate art on the linoleum, the 
plate will be carved, inked 
and printed to create a set of 
prints. This is the first year 
he will teach this specific 
technique. Normally, Jereb 
puts projects on a four-year 
rotation. He will rotate out 
projects to allow for return-
ing students to get a differ-
ent idea of printmaking. 

“I am really looking for-
ward to this specific art 
camp however,” Jereb said. 

Curator of exhibitions 

for The Brinton, Barbara 
McNab and assistant cura-
tor Lacasa Michelena try 
to rotate out instructors to 

get a full view of art from 
different angles; however, 
they try to keep Jereb in the 
program each year due to 

his very unique class. 
“It is not something you 

find in our elementary 
school or middle school art 
room,” Michelena said. 

The other instructors 
include Paul Waldum and 
Jim Jurosek, who are both 
new to the program. 

Waldum will teach stu-
dents about handmade 
paper art, providing stu-
dents with the opportunity 
to use recycled paper and 
organic materials to create 
landscape paintings and 
original screen prints. 

Jurosek specializes in 

open air painting, focusing 
on sketching and painting 
the landscape found at The 
Brinton Museum. He will 
work with color, line, shape, 
balance, depth and unity to 
elevate students’ paintings. 

In past years, teachers 
took students on hikes to 
gather materials, take in the 
sights or simply talk about 
the property to get inspira-
tion. 

Instead of just having stu-
dents sit down and create 
art, The Brinton Summer 
Art Camp is immersive, 
using the landscape around 
students to inspire. 

Occasionally, teachers will 
also take students into the 
buildings to find inspiration 
as well. 

“I think it is one of the 
best art camps around 
because these are profes-
sional, award-winning 
artists who show at The 
Brinton Museum in numer-
ous exhibit opportunities,” 
McNab said. 

The camp spans three 
days from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and students are split into 
groups. These groups will 
rotate from instructor to 
instructor, giving each 
group a day with their des-
ignated professional. The 
event is held outside in The 
Helen Brinton Education 
Pavilion.  

Lunch is included for all 
participants. All materials 
are provided, and no experi-
ence is needed. 

The camp is designed for 
individuals between the 
ages of 9 and 12; however, 
The Brinton staff is flexible 
when it comes to accepting 
students who are interested. 

The camp costs $150 per 
child for all three days. For 
individuals that might have 
financial trouble, scholar-
ships are available.
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Young artists fill the third floor gallery at The Brinton Museum for Summer Art Camp Tuesday, July 27, 2021.


