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Study questions fairness of Wyoming’s tax structure
SHERIDAN — A recent study questions 

the equality of Wyoming’s tax structure 
and claims wealthy residents pay a small 
percentage of the state’s taxes.

The study was produced by the Institute 
of Taxation and Economic Policy in part-
nership with Better Wyoming, a liberal 
advocacy group.

In short, the report claims that 
Wyoming’s tax structure worsens economic 
inequality by relying on taxes that are dis-
proportionately paid by working and mid-
dle class residents.

“It’s surprising to me that this isn’t more upsetting to people here, but it’s probably just because they don’t realize that this 

huge gap exists,” Better Wyoming director 
Nate Martin said in a statement.

The report concludes that Wyoming’s tax 
structure is “regressive” because the state’s 
low-income residents are taxed on a higher 
percentage of their income than wealthy 
residents. Because the state has a sales tax 
and no income tax, the report claims mid-
dle and working-class residents end up pay-
ing more taxes than wealthy residents.

Working-class residents spend a higher 
percentage of their paychecks than wealthy 
residents, which means a higher percent-
age of their paychecks is subject to sales 
tax. 

BY MICHAEL ILLIANO
MICHAEL.ILLIANO@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Gonzalez-
Chavarria 

trial day one:
Judge rules to  

conceal defendant’s 
immigration  

status from jury

SHERIDAN — Unbeknownst to 
the jury members, Jorge Gonzalez-
Chavarria faces the potential of 
deportation if they decide to con-
vict the man of felony strangula-
tion.

Before the two-day trial began 
for Gonzalez-Chavarria to address 
one count of felony strangulation 
and one count of misdemean-
or domestic battery, counsel 

appeared before Judge 
John Fenn on motions 
to quash subpoenas 
for medical personnel 
testimony and medical 
records of the victim to 
be entered as support-
ing witness testimony 
and evidence in the 
trial.

The victim first consented to 
releasing her medical records, but 
then put in writing to not share 
those records. The victim also tes-
tified to speaking with responding 
law enforcement officers, medical 
personnel at Sheridan Memorial 
Hospital and follow-up physicians.

The victim suffered major inju-
ries from Gonzalez-Chavarria in 
the early morning hours of June 3, 
2018, that defense counsel admit-
ted to during opening statements 
Monday. Defense counsel Ryan 
Healy said while the defendant 
takes responsibility for his actions 
of domestic battery, the state has 
not provided enough evidence to 
convict the man of felony strangu-
lation.

A responding law enforcement 
officer, emergency room physi-
cian, witness to the victim’s abuse 
after the incident and the victim 
all testified on the first day in 
front of 11 male and two female 
jurors. The victim said she did 
not remember any facts related 
to Gonzalez-Chavarria’s charge of 
strangulation.

BY ASHLEIGH FOX
ASHLEIGH.FOX@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Beading workshop aims to pass on tradition
BIG HORN — At age 12, Birdie Real Bird’s grand-

mother introduced her to beading. Real Bird began 
beading medallions with a circular technique, generally 
considered more difficult than beading in straight lines.

Beading started as a minor hobby but turned into a 
lifelong passion and small business for Real Bird after 
she retired from more than three decades of working in 
education.

“I didn’t know that was a lifetime skill when I was 
learning it,” Real Bird said. “I thought I was just going 
to sit with beads for a little bit.”

Real Bird passed on some of that knowledge earlier 
this month at The Brinton Museum during a three-day 
American Indian beading workshop.

Real Bird led similar workshops at The Brinton in 2012 
and 2015. Every session lasted from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. On 
the first day, Real Bird demonstrated proper circular 
beading technique while a group of 14 women observed. 
They then beaded on their own and received help from 
Real Bird as needed.

BY RYAN PATTERSON
RYAN.PATTERSON@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM
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Birdie Real Bird demonstrates beading techniques during a beading workshop at The Brinton Museum Monday, Oct. 8, 2018.

A woman works during a beading workshop at the Brinton Museum Monday, Oct. 8, 
2018.
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A recent report concludes Wyoming’s tax structure exacerbates economic inequality by relying on 
taxes that are disproportionately paid by middle and working class residents. 
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BEADS :  Beading should be an art on which to put one’s own style, her grandmother said
FROM 1

Using the seven tradition-
al Crow colors — light blue, 
red, white, pink, yellow, 
navy blue and green — they 
made an assortment of 
items, including earrings, 
medallions and moccasins.

The women had varying 
levels of experience. Most 
of them, like Linda Fauth, 
were pretty new to the 
activity. 

Fauth owns Crazy Woman 
Trading Company and 
wanted to try beading 
because she sells a fair 
amount of beaded items 
and wanted to better under-
stand the types of items she 
buys and sells.

Fauth said learning the 
activity helped her gain an 
appreciation for the people 
who bead, because it is diffi-
cult, time-consuming work.

Janet Haight attended 
Real Bird’s workshop in 
2012 and said she wanted to 
finish beading a medallion 
that she started six years 
prior. Haight is an experi-
enced knitter but wanted to 
try something new six years 
ago, and the workshop this 
month served as a reintro-
duction to the activity of 
beading.

Real Bird said she finds 
beading both therapeutic 
and exciting. She often 
beads until 2 or 3 a.m., sit-
ting in her home with the 
TV playing softly in the 
background.

“Beading is not boring, for 

one thing,” Real Bird said. 
“That’s my livelihood, it’s 
not boring.”

Beading helped keep Real 
Bird’s life in order. She 
recalled being an adoles-
cent and staying home one 
night to bead while most 
of her friends went out for 

a night of socializing. She 
was perfectly content to sit 
in solitude with her beads, 
however.

Her grandmother taught 
her how to bead, but Real 
Bird also observed her 
mother and other family 
members at work, absorb-

ing their styles. Her grand-
mother told her that bead-
ing should be an art and 
something on which to put 
one’s own style, which she 
has done.

“I don’t really copy any-
body,” Real Bird said.

Real Bird often beads 

designs onto leather belts 
for community members, 
one of her specialties.

“Belts are in demand,” 
Real Bird said. “I can 
always sit down and make 
a belt.”

Real Bird resides in 
Garryowen, Montana, and 
often hosts a beading circle 
on Mondays with friends. 
She sometimes helps young-
er people interested in bead-

ing so the tradition can con-
tinue. Real Bird also hopes 
to pass the activity down to 
her granddaughter, who is 
11 years old.

Real Bird learned from 
her grandmother to bead 
in a circular technique and 
hopes that events like the 
workshop will keep beading 
alive. Much like the shape 
of a circle, she doesn’t want 
the tradition to end.

TRIAL : Immigration status withheld because of potential prejudices associated with it
FROM 1

Sheridan County Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Christopher LaRosa men-
tioned possible witness 
impeachment, which called 

into question the credibility 
of the victim’s testimony. 
LaRosa said the victim not 
recalling facts specific to the 
strangulation charge but 
remembering other facts is 
indisputably because of the 

consequences of the defen-
dant’s potential for deporta-
tion. Healy said the topic of 
the defendant’s immigration 
status has no relation to the 
facts of the case in regards 
to the strangulation charge. 

Fenn ruled that LaRosa 
could not bring up Gonzalez-
Chavarria’s immigration 
status for fear of entering a 
slippery slope of listing con-
sequences and the potential 
prejudices associated with 
immigration status.

The state presented photos 

to the medical professional 
and jury revealing injuries 
sustained by the victim, 
including possible injuries 
to the neck. Additional wit-
ness testimony by medical 
personnel and responding 
law enforcement officers 
will take place during day 

two of trial, beginning at 9 
a.m. Tuesday.

Gonzalez-Chavarria faces 
up to five years imprison-
ment and a $10,000 fine for 
strangulation and up to six 
months incarceration and 
a $750 fine for domestic bat-
tery.

RYAN PATTERSON | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

Linda Fauth, right, talks with Birdie Real Bird during a beading workshop at The Brinton Museum 
Monday, Oct. 8, 2018.

Birdie Real Bird gives instructions during a beading workshop at 
The Brinton Museum Monday, Oct. 8, 2018.


