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Book signing Tuesday at The Hub
SHERIDAN — Leland (Bud) Sanders, 

author of the book Leiters to Littles, A 
History of the Clear Creek Valley Area in 

Sheridan County, will be signing copies of 
his book on Tuesday at The Hub on Smith 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The book describes the history of Clear 
Creek Valley including the geologic history, 

the history of indigenous people, the story 
of the original European exploration of the 
area and the conflicts between the Native 
Americans, U.S. military and settlers.

The event is free and open to the public.
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Brewfest  
coming to 
Antelope  

Butte
SHELL — Antelope Butte Mountain 

Recreation Area will host its annu-
al Bighorn Mountains Brewfest 
Saturday from 1-5 p.m. Attendees can 
enjoy beers from nine regional craft 
breweries, live music from Dugan 
Irby and The Nate Champion Band, 
food vendors and activities for the 
whole family. Free camping is also 
available onsite.

Tickets are $25 per drinking adult, 
which includes a shatterproof Mason 
jar sampling glass and unlimited 
pours. Participating breweries 
include Luminous Brewhouse, Black 
Tooth Brewing Company, Red Lodge 
Ales, WYOld West Brewing Co., 
Lander Brewing Co., The Knuckle 
Brewing Co., Crow Peak Brewing, 
Broken Compass Brewing and Ten 
Sleep Brewing Co. Children and 
designated drivers are free, and 
tickets are available here: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-big-
horn-mountains-brewfest-tick-
ets-61853797373

“BrewFest is our favorite way to 
kick off the summer,” said John 
Kirlin, executive director of the 
Antelope Butte Foundation. “The 
combination of our mountain setting 
and live music is unbeatable, and 
we have a great lineup of craft brew-
eries pouring some fantastic beers. 
We have free camping available and 
free admission for designated drivers 
to encourage a safe experience for 
everyone.”

The event still has openings for 
volunteers, who each receive a 
complimentary ticket and t-shirt. 
Volunteers can sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0544A4A728A7FD0-bighorn1.
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James Jackson awarded National Heritage Fellowship
SHERIDAN — James 

“Jim” F. Jackson, a leather-
worker from Sheridan, has 
been awarded a National 
Heritage Fellowship, the 
nation’s highest honor in 
the folk and traditional 
arts.

Jackson is recognized for 
his excellence in leather 
carving. He has spent the 
bulk of his career doing 
custom work for King’s 
Saddlery King Ropes in 
downtown Sheridan and 
now demonstrates his leath-
er carving at The Brinton 
Museum in Big Horn.

Jackson is deeply rooted 
in the leather carving tradi-
tion, having grown up pri-
marily in Sheridan, which 
is known worldwide for its 
distinctive Sheridan Style 
of leather tooling.

Jackson learned the 
art form from his father, 
the saddlemaker Edward 
Jackson, and other 
Sheridan leather carvers 

including Don King, Bill 
Gardner, and Ernie Ernst. 
Consistent with Sheridan 
Style, Jackson carves a 
tight pattern, with a lot of 
small flowers wrapped in 
nesting circles of swirling 
leaves. At the same time, 
Jackson develops his own 
patterns and also experi-
ments with form, combin-
ing his painting and leath-
erwork. Jackson is also 
a formally trained artist, 
holding a Master of Fine 
Arts from the University of 
Wyoming.

“Jim being award-
ed a National Heritage 
Fellowship is truly a testa-
ment to the caliber of his 
work. The NEA only gives 
these fellowships to the 
best of the best, and Jim 
belongs in that group. It’s 
difficult to understate both 
how prestigious an award 
this is, and how strongly 
Jackson deserves it, for 
his excellence in an art 
form that is in many ways, 
highly representative of 

Wyoming and our western, 
ranching culture,” said 
Josh Chrysler, folklorist for 
the Wyoming Arts Council, 
which nominated Jackson 
for the award.

Jackson joins three pre-
vious National Heritage 
Fellows from Wyoming: 
Don King, Western saddle-
maker, 1991; Eva McAdams, 
Shoshone crafts and bead-
work, 1996; and Martin 
Goicoechea, Basque bertso-
lari poetry, 2003. Jackson, 
along with eight other 
recipients from across the 
nation, will be honored 
in Washington, D.C., in 

September 2019.
The National Heritage 

Fellowships recognize the 
recipients’ artistic excel-
lence and support their con-
tinuing contributions to the 
country’s traditional arts 
heritage. Including the 2019 
class, 440 NEA National 
Heritage Fellowships have 
been awarded, recognizing 
artists working in more 

than 200 distinct art forms.
Fellowship recipients are 

nominated by the public, 
often by members of their 
own communities, and then 
judged by a panel of experts 
in the folk and traditional 
arts. 

The panel’s recommen-
dations are reviewed by 
the National Council on 
the Arts, which sends its 

recommendations to the 
NEA chairman, who makes 
the final decision. Visit the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts website for more 
information about the 
Fellowships or to submit a 
nomination.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Josh 
Chrysler, joshua.chrysler@
wyo.gov, or 307-256-2010.
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Passing down the crown
Miss Wyoming 2018 Beck Bridger, right, crowns Jordan Hardman, Miss Wyoming 2019 at the WYO Performing Arts and Education Center Saturday, June 22, 2019.
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