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Arts organizations talk social justice
SHERIDAN — The Ucross 

Foundation recently pub-
lished a statement bespeak-
ing solidarity with “those 
who are demanding an end 
to racism, brutality, and 
all forms of discrimination 
against individuals and 
communities of color” — a 
move that presented the 
opportunity for discussion 
about how the arts commu-
nity partakes in propelling 
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion.

Step one: Listen and learn. 
Step two: Take action. But 
a statement alone is not 
enough.

Each arts organization 
internalizes the power of its 
field slightly differently — 
for Ucross, the arts present 
an unparalleled opportunity 
for cross-cultural conver-
sation as a tool for social 
change.

By “supporting, amplify-
ing and celebrating” minori-
ty voices, art can both bind 
people through shared expe-
rience and dissolve barriers 
that stand in the way of 
exhaustive understanding, 
according to the Ucross 
statement.

Kendra Heimbuck, exec-
utive director of SAGE 
Community Arts, said the 
arts open doors for rich dia-
logue and education — two 
components of allyship and 
solidarity that allow for 
deeper connection through 
introspection.

Art transcends language 
and offers a mode of con-
nection to social issues that 
verbal language cannot 
always accomplish effective-
ly, Heimbuck said. A piece 
of art challenges a viewer or 
listener to step into an alter-
nate persona and imagine 
life through the artist’s eyes 
— a form of compulsory 
compassion often absent on 
a political debate stage.

Heimbuck said general-
ly, arts organizations are 
well-positioned to use that 
framework to encourage 
positive social change, and 
now is a time to lean into 
opportunities for engage-
ment as well as prioritize 
diversity of artists and 
subject matter. SAGE plans 
to work with the Creative 
Indigenous Collective on an 
exhibition for summer 2021.

The Collective is com-
posed of Native American 
artists from the Northern 
Plains region, who explore 
concepts of identity, cul-
ture and contemporary life, 
according to its Facebook 
page.

Ucross President Sharon 
Dynak said ongoing efforts 
to deepen their core mis-
sion “to connect with and 
support a diversity of art-
ists, writers, composers 

and choreographers who 
receive Ucross fellowships,” 
includes new projects with 
a multicultural focus, such 
as the Ucross Fellowship 
for Native American Visual 
Arts that began in 2017.

Partnerships with orga-
nizations also focused on 
diversity and equity further 
demonstrate Ucross’ com-
mitment to its statement, 
Dynak said. Overall, she is 
confident arts organizations 
will act earnestly toward 
genuine goals rather than 
publicize a hollow statement 
for the sake of good optics.

“In light of this momen-
tous year, we will review 
all of our processes and 
strengthen diversity goals 
throughout the program 
and the organization as a 
whole,” Dynak said.

As the public calls for 
change at all levels — in 
education, law enforcement, 
academics and more — the 
arts uniquely exhibit the 
world through “fresh per-
spectives and sometimes 
challenging interpreta-

tions,” Dynak said. “This 
can be a huge benefit as the 

country works toward social 
transformation, looking for 

new and effective answers.”
Wyoming Arts Council 

Executive Director Michael 
Lange said his organi-
zation is strengthening 
its initiatives statewide, 
including with internal 
trainings for board mem-
bers and a staff position 
dedicated to diversity, 
equity and inclusion.

Lange said WAC events 
like the arts summit in 
November 2019 and grant 
programs that prioritize 
agencies working with 
minority groups further 
illustrate the organization’s 
commitment to equity.

Still, WAC recognizes a 
great distance to go as far 
as financial support, rep-
resentation in the arts and 
accountability for organiza-
tions, he said — an ongoing 
process in which Lange 
hopes the public will active-
ly participate.

“As the arts have the abil-
ity to help us make sense 
of the world around us, the 
organizations that promote 
the arts have the ability 
to listen, learn, and act,” 
Lange said.

Restorations, new trails opening at The Brinton
I

need not remind you that to date 
2020 has been far from the perfect 
year, yet The Brinton Museum 
remains poised for what we trust 

will be a defining moment in our 
institutional history.

For this is our year to launch 
several initiatives which we 
feel will up the level of social 
engagement at our institution 
which I believe is situated within 
one of the most ideal settings in 
Wyoming. “What?” you say. “How 
can this be? I thought The Brinton 
Museum was just this fantastic 
looking new building for ol’ moss-
backs and recluses.”

Well, I beg to differ, for this 
year we open The Quarter Circle 
A Nature Trail. Two miles of the 
loveliest nature walk one can have 
along Little Goose Creek, and all 
within a pristine riparian area 
which Helen Brinton preserved 

for future generations through her 
will back in 1960.

We are also unveiling our newly 
restored Milk House, complete 
with running water, for we are 
nothing if not tidy and modern 
at The Brinton. Since we are on 
the subject of modern, how about 
coming out and taking a guided 
tour through the Brinton House 
with its refinished floors which 
have taken us right back to the 
time (1923-1936) of Ole Bradford 
himself, complete with the old 
boy’s original Lord & Taylor table 
and chairs in his dining room, 
at which legend tells, he broke 
bread with an author named 
Hemingway.

As proud as a well-read man like 
Bradford Brinton would be of his 
literary connections, he would 
have been even prouder of his 
Horse Barn across Little Goose 

Creek. Like 
Bradford’s din-
ing room furni-
ture, the Brinton 
Horse Barn will 
soon be part of 
the tour for the 
first time in for-
ever.

Cognizant of 
the fact that all 
of this walking 
around, improv-
ing your mind 
while enjoying 

the fresh air, might cause you to 
need some time to relax in the 
shade, we have our new Brinton 
Education Pavilion to rest under, 
grab a drink of water and perhaps 
use the WC. This fabulous space 
will also be home to our Brinton 
Art Camp and host numerous 
artist workshops and other events 

over the course of the year.
And what of that great looking 

building we mentioned in the 
first paragraph? Well, for 2020, 
thanks to the generous support 
of First Interstate Bank, General 
Admission is free, so come out 
and enjoy some fabulous exhibits 
such as the George A. Rentschler 
Collection of Western Art on loan 
through a partnership with the 
American Heritage Center at the 
University of Wyoming and a 
generous grant by the Edwin T. 
Meredith Foundation.

Also on exhibit is Takuwe, 
an exhibition developed by the 
Center for American Indian 
Research and Native Studies in 
Martin, South Dakota, focusing 
on the 1890 massacre of Lakotas at 
Wounded Knee. It does not begin 
or end with the killings, its intent 
is to begin with positives and to 

close with a call to action.
Respect, knowledge and beau-

ty are all found in abundance at 
The Brinton Museum. Come be 
a part of history, and enjoy what 
Bradford Brinton started with his 
purchase of the ranch in 1923, and 
what his sister Helen passed along 
to us as part of our Wyoming 
heritage when she created the 
Bradford Brinton Memorial in 
1960. It’s the validation of this 
inheritance that Forrest E. Mars, 
Jr. gifted to us in 2015, when he 
dedicated our state-of-the-art 
museum facility.

We are the heirs of their gen-
erosity, so show your gratitude 
and come enjoy the fruits of their 
labor in your own backyard.

KEN SCHUSTER is director and chief curator at The Brinton 
Museum in Big Horn.
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SAGE Community Arts’ Kendra Heimbuck, right, talks with a patron during SAGE’s 10th annual 
National Juried Show Thursday, June 25, 2020.                               

Lander, Wyoming’s Susan Grinels’ “Ready to Run” took third place at SAGE Community Arts’ 10th 
annual National Juried Show Thursday, June 25, 2020. The mixed media piece features a herding 
dog awaiting a command from its owner.
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10th Annual National 
Juried Show open for 

viewing at SAGE
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SHERIDAN — Juror John Taft announced the 
winners of the 10th Annual National Juried Show 
Thursday night during a gallery reception at SAGE 
Community Arts — a collection best described as clas-
sic with a fresh twist.

The show captures some distinctly Wyoming ener-
gy combined with images from afar — from “Garden 
Path” by Carol Kolf of Sheridan, with fabric and thread 
details that jump out of the frame at a close look, to 
“Monarch Butterfly: Danaus Plexippus” by Jackie 
Johnson of Bath, Maine, whose illuminating details 
peak out through paper-thin butterfly wings.

A well-worn hand rests calmly etched in glass and 
pyrite in “Front Porch Bill” by Weston Lambert of 
Seattle, Washington, and “Between Two Worlds” 
by Tanner Loren of Cody compels consideration of 
Wyoming’s history in bronze sculpture.

From his perch on a laptop screen in the corner of the 
gallery, Taft — a well-established artist in the region — 
explained his justification for the selections included 
in the show, such as his focus on a variety of mediums, 
concepts and forms on independence displayed in each 
piece.

“One characteristic of this show is its reflective 
nature,” Taft said in the video.

Taft curated the show in categories including impact, 
technique, concept, drawing ability and design ability.

Best of Show: “Slim” by Sally Gregory of Powell
First Place: “Red Shoes” by Amy Brakeman-Livezey 

of Helena, Montana
Second Place: “Run I” by Tiffany Miller Russell of 

Broomfield, Colorado
Third Place: “Ready to Run” by Susan Grinels of 

Lander
The show remains available for viewing at SAGE 

until July 25. SAGE staff will announce the People’s 
Choice Award toward the end of the show.

Amy Brakeman Livezey’s mixed media piece, “Red Shoes” won the first place prize at SAGE 
Community Arts tenth annual national juried show Thursday, June 25, 2020.                               


