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into nature
H

ere at The Brinton, we have been sharing the natural wonders of the Quarter Circle A Ranch with our
visitors through our nature trails, gardens and cooperative programs with Bighorn Audubon, Audubon
Rockies, Science Kids, Rooted in Wyoming and Sheridan
Community Land Trust. We hope you will join us this fall as
we team up with researchers to present three enjoyable and
informative nature programs through our “Fall Into Nature”
series.

“Hummingbird Research along the Bighorns”
will feature a presentation by
Master Hummingbird Bander Ned
Batchelder. Batchelder and his wife,
Gigi, have been conducting hummingbird research from Dayton to Buffalo
this past summer. Their migration/
breeding research each season assists
in determining and updating the range
maps for the western U.S. hummingbird
species including a focus on local popuLINETTE
lation densities and longevity.
On Sept. 30, Ned will discuss their
SUTPHIN
findings from the 2021 season around
|
the Bighorns including birds found
here at The Brinton, at 6 p.m. in the
Jacomien Mars Reception Gallery.
Tickets to the event are $15 per person and include a
hummingbird-themed cocktail and sweet treats from the
Brinton Bistro.
There are several invasive plant species found on the
Quarter Circle A Ranch. We are working with Dr. Brian
Mealor to learn more about the impacts of these plants on
our ecosystem and potential ways to manage them.
Mealor is an associate professor in the Department
of Plant Sciences and director of the University of
Wyoming’s Research and Extension Center in Sheridan
and the Institute for Managing Annual Grasses Invading
Natural Ecosystems. He will present “Invasive Plants in
Wyoming — A Slow Burn Heating Up?” Oct. 21.
Mealor will discuss how non-native plants present land
managers with a complex set of ecological and socioeconomic challenges that rise well above simple weed
control programs. We will explore why invasive plants
induce such impacts, what research tells us about their
management, and how Wyoming is approaching this
daunting resource challenge from a landscape-scale perspective.
Dr. Craig Howe, founder and director of the Center for
American Indian Research and Native Studies, will present “Stars of November: The Lakotan Night Sky” Nov. 18.
The touchstone of this presentation is a Lakotan winter
count that records comets, the famous Leonid meteor
shower in November of 1833, and individuals with celestial names.
After a brief description of Lakotan winter counts,
Howe will explore traditional narratives that are related
to Gemini, the Big Dipper, the North Star and to Mato
Tipila, the landmark now known as Devils Tower in
Wyoming. If weather permits, these stars will be visible
that evening, and after the presentation, attendees can
step outside and locate them in the sky above.
Tickets are available now for “Hummingbird Research
along the Bighorns.” Visit The Brinton’s event calendar
at thebrintonmuseum.org for more information.
LINETTE SUTPHIN is communications manager at The Brinton Museum.

Harry and Meghan visit with
students at Harlem school
NEW YORK (AP) — Harry and Meghan, the Duke and
Duchess of Sussex, offered lots of hugs to kids at a Harlem
public school Friday where she read her children’s book
to about two dozen students who sat cross-legged with her
husband in the play yard.
The hourlong visit to PS 123, which serves shelters for
families without permanent homes, was one of several
stops so far in a whirlwind New York week for the two. A
couple of the children shed tears when they met the pair
under a white tent set up near the school’s play structure.
Nearly a dozen second-graders had prime spots on
round, green cushions after older students showed off a
three-dimensional flower mural they had created. Then
Meghan read “The Bench,” which she initially wrote as
a Father’s Day poem to Harry after the birth of their son
Archie.
After reading her multicultural tribute to fatherhood,
Meghan took questions from her young listeners after
asking them what special spot they share with the
important people in their lives.
“It doesn’t have to be a bench,” she told the children. “It
can be anywhere where you feel comfortable.”
The couple, students and staff, joined by New York City
Schools Chancellor Meisha Porter, wore masks during
their time together. Harry and Meghan donated two garden boxes filled with vegetables and herbs to the school.
Through their Archewell Foundation, in partnership
with Procter & Gamble, they also stocked the school’s
pantry with personal health and hygiene supplies. They
plan to donate a washer and dryer to the school as well so
more children can have clean uniforms.
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A group of four tour participants hear about Henry A. Coffeen fom Museum at the Bighorns’ guide Jessica Salzman at Sheridan
Municipal Cemetery Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021.

Sheridan’s Stories

Cemetery tours
keep history alive
BY STEPHEN DOW
STEPHEN.DOW@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

SHERIDAN — Sheridan County is
a place rich in history where street
names, building names and long-held
traditions can serve as connections
to a long forgotten past.
But “history has a way of turning
people into bylines,” according to
Mikayla Larrow, executive director
of the Museum at the Bighorns. As
years pass, we remember names and
a few key details, but the rest can
become lost and forgotten — even by
family.
“We’ve found that some of our
local families have unfortunately
forgotten their family history, or the
details they remember don’t match
up with the documentation we’ve
found,” Larrow said. “That’s too
bad because those family stories are
where legacies come alive. But by
the time we talk to family members
who are three or four generations
removed from the person we’re curious about, there’s not a whole lot of
memories left.”
Over the last six years, the
Museum at the Bighorns has been
helping people remember by offering tours of the Sheridan Municipal
Cemetery every fall. These tours
provide windows into the past and
reminders of the city’s forefathers
and notable individuals. The last of
this year’s tours, focusing on the history of local law enforcement, will be
this Saturday at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
“We do this to keep the stories of
Sheridan alive and keep our voices
alive,” Larrow said. “It’s very easy
to look at a gravestone and say,
‘That was just a person who died a
long time ago.’ But their existence
wasn’t so different from yours or
mine. They suffered disappointments
and hardships. They had losses and
triumphs. I think our ancestors
have stories we can all identify with
regardless of where we are with our
lives. These stories remind us of
what make us human.”
Jessica Salzman, collections manager at the museum, agreed.
“It is the story of Sheridan,”
Salzman said. “It is important we
know where we come from as a city
because it can inform where we go in
the future.”
The museum has offered five different tours of the cemetery this month,
starting with two “living history”
tours in which volunteers performed
as key figures from Sheridan’s past.
Those tours were followed by trips
focusing on headstone symbolism;
the “heavy hitters” of Sheridan
County who made major impacts on
its history; and local law enforcement. Some of this year’s tours have
been in the works for as long as
two years as museum staff selected
a theme, chose people who fit the
theme and researched those individ-

Museum at the Bighorns’ guide Jessica Salzman shares history of Henry A. Coffeen at
Sheridan Municipal Cemetery Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021.
uals by reading through old historical documents and newspapers.
When selecting individuals to
spotlight, the museum chose some
recognizable names, but also worked
to draw attention to people like
Peter and Mary Kooi — benefactors
of many local causes who largely
stayed out of the spotlight during
their lifetime.
“They did everything they could to
better the community, but the only
thing that has their name attached
to it is the college library,” Larrow
said. “But they had the very first
meeting about having a YMCA on
their front porch and the same is
true with the Boy Scouts. Peter had a
saying that ‘you can get a lot of work
done if you don’t care who gets the
credit.’”
While working on her gravestone
symbolism tour, Larrow was drawn
to unique gravestones and often
discovered unique stories such
as the story of Frederick Lewis, a
local sheepherder who served in the

Canadian military during World
War I.
“I looked for things that caught
my attention,” Larrow said. “And a
military headstone with a maple leaf
on it definitely caught my attention.
I love sharing those unique kinds of
stories with our community.”
Whatever the story, the cemetery
provides a unique venue to bring
history to life and share it with
Sheridan County residents, Salzman
said.
“It’s a whole lot more interesting
than just sitting in a lecture hall,”
Salzman said. “When you get to visit
the headstones, and see who they are
buried near, it makes history come
alive.”
The cemetery tours serve as a
fundraiser for the museum‘s educational department, including providing funds for the museum’s Tidbit
activity series for children, ages 6 to
10. The dollars also help fund restoration of the museum’s interactive
exhibits, Larrow said.

